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Francis Watkins was an eminent figure in his field of mathematical and optical instrument making in mid-
eighteenth century London. Working from original documents, Brian Gee has uncovered the life and times of
an optical instrument maker, who - at first glance - was not among the most prominent in his field. In fact,
because Francis Watkins came from a landed background, the diversification of his assets enabled him to
weather particular business storms - discussed in this book - where colleagues without such an economic
cushion, were pushed into bankruptcy or forced to emigrate. He played an important role in one of the most
significant legal cases to touch this profession, namely the patenting of the achromatic lens in telescopes.
The book explains Watkins's origins, and how and why he was drawn into partnership with the famous
Dollond firm, who at that point were Huguenot incomers. The patent for the achromatic telescope has never
been satisfactorily explained in the literature, and the author has gone back to the original legal documents,
never before consulted. He teases out the problems, lays out the evidence, and comes to some interesting
new conclusions, showing the Dollonds as hard-headed and ruthless businessmen, ultimately extremely
successful. The latter part of the book accounts for the successors of Francis Watkins, and their decline after
over a century of successful business in central London.
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From reader reviews:

Charlie Bowers:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Francis Watkins and the Dollond Telescope
Patent Controversy (Science, Technology and Culture, 1700–1945) book because book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt
in it as you know.

Grace Robinson:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Francis Watkins and the Dollond
Telescope Patent Controversy (Science, Technology and Culture, 1700–1945) is kind of publication which is
giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Angela Smith:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Francis
Watkins and the Dollond Telescope Patent Controversy (Science, Technology and Culture, 1700–1945)
provide you with a new experience in reading a book.

Darrell Mayo:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Francis Watkins and the Dollond
Telescope Patent Controversy (Science, Technology and Culture, 1700–1945) is simple to create you can
read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring
the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save
typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.
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