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Essay aus dem Jahr 2012 im Fachbereich Pädagogik - Wissenschaft, Theorie, Anthropologie, Note: 66,
University of Cambridge, Sprache: Deutsch, Abstract: ‘The Laws of the phenomena of society are, and can
be, nothing but the laws of the actions and passions of human beings . . . Men are not, when brought
together, converted into another kind of substance’ (John Stuart Mill). Compare and contrast how Weber and
Durkheim might have responded to this statement.

What John Stuart Mill means seems straightforward: society functions as a unidirectional interplay of
individuals. The rules, that govern those individuals in isolation also dominate in situations of collective
character. Mill expresses a deep belief in the overarching importance of the individual in comparison to
collectives that in turn do not change the actor’s behaviour. When we place Mill in his liberal and utilitarian
context, this opinion does not surprise; for him, self-interest seemed to rule both the individual and society.
To put it crudely: individual > society. Contrasting the ‘laws of the phenomena of society’ with ‘the laws of
the actions and passions of human beings’, the main difference lies in the society-individual dichotomy, i.e.
the level of analysis. The former refers to situations in which more than one actor participates, such as
religion, economy or administration. The latter alludes to the personal behaviour, feelings and ideas of a
human being, almost to psychology. Without questioning this dichotomy in its foundation , both Weber and
Durkheim, differ widely from the view that both spheres of law are approximately congruent. For both
scholars, society has a life on its own, rules on its own that are at least partly independent from the
individual. Durkheim much more than Weber even ascribes an influence to society that is able to dominate
the individual behaviour. For Weber, the overarching force of capitalist society is a particular condition in
modern society that he reveals and criticises. The laws of the individual are not without importance in his
scheme – but need to be strengthened. Let me introduce his thesis in more detail in the following paragraphs.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Carley:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but
the problems coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This "The laws of the
phenomena of society." How would Weber and Durkheim have responded to John Stuart Mill's famous
quote? is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what
you want and want in this era.

Floy Knowles:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer might be "The laws of the phenomena of society." How would Weber and
Durkheim have responded to John Stuart Mill's famous quote? why because the amazing cover that make
you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the
outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Bonnie Vassallo:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you study a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The "The laws of
the phenomena of society." How would Weber and Durkheim have responded to John Stuart Mill's famous
quote? will give you a new experience in looking at a book.

Cynthia Barksdale:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended for you is "The laws of the phenomena of society." How would Weber and Durkheim
have responded to John Stuart Mill's famous quote? this guide consist a lot of the information of the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made



some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.
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