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“Life in a women’s prison is full of surprises,” writes Cristina Rathbone in her landmark account of life at
MCI-Framingham. And so it is. After two intense court battles with prison officials, Rathbone gained
unprecedented access to the otherwise invisible women of the oldest running women’s prison in America.

The picture that emerges is both astounding and enraging. Women reveal the agonies of separation from
family, and the prevalence of depression, and of sexual predation, and institutional malaise behind bars. But
they also share their more personal hopes and concerns. There is horror in prison for sure, but Rathbone
insists there is also humor and romance and downright bloody-mindedness. Getting beyond the political to
the personal, A World Apart is both a triumph of empathy and a searing indictment of a system that has
overlooked the plight of women in prison for far too long.

At the center of the book is Denise, a mother serving five years for a first-time, nonviolent drug offense.
Denise’s son is nine and obsessed with Beanie Babies when she first arrives in prison. He is fourteen and in
prison himself by the time she is finally released. As Denise struggles to reconcile life in prison with the
realities of her son’s excessive freedom on the outside, we meet women like Julie, who gets through her time
by distracting herself with flirtatious, often salacious relationships with male correctional officers; Louise,
who keeps herself going by selling makeup and personalized food packages on the prison black market;
Chris, whose mental illness leads her to kill herself in prison; and Susan, who, after thirteen years of
intermittent incarceration, has come to think of MCI-Framingham as home. Fearlessly truthful and
revelatory, A World Apart is a major work of investigative journalism and social justice.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

John Carter:

This A World Apart: Women, Prison, and Life Behind Bars book is simply not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information inside
this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will
get. That A World Apart: Women, Prison, and Life Behind Bars without we know teach the one who reading
it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry A World Apart: Women, Prison,
and Life Behind Bars can bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' become full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This A World Apart: Women, Prison, and
Life Behind Bars having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Mathew Munz:

The book A World Apart: Women, Prison, and Life Behind Bars has a lot details on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal
makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily
after scanning this book.

Ernest Poole:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled A
World Apart: Women, Prison, and Life Behind Bars your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging
every single word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe
you never get just before. The A World Apart: Women, Prison, and Life Behind Bars giving you a different
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better life in this
particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

Joan Ortega:

The book untitled A World Apart: Women, Prison, and Life Behind Bars contain a lot of information on the
idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author.
The author provides you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read
more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.
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