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 This title reflects the general theme of the 2010 IACR annual conference that was held in Padova, Italy, the
aim of which was to provide a fresh view on some cultural and structural changes involving Western
societies after the world economic crisis of 2008, from the point of view of Critical Realism.

Global society is often regarded as disrupting identities and blurring boundaries, one which entails giving up
ideas of structure and fixity. Globalization supposedly introduces?a "liquid" era of fluidity where everything
is possible, and anything goes. Nevertheless, its current dynamics are developing into a harder reality: wars,
economic crisis, the haunting risk of pandemics, the ever worsening food supply crisis, and the
environmental challenge. These social facts?call for a dramatic shift in the optimistic cosmopolitan mood
and the thought that we can build and rebuild ourselves and our world as we please, at least?for the most
developed countries. The challenges we face produce new forms of social life and individual experience.
They also require us to develop new frameworks to analyze emergent contexts, institutional complexes and
morphogenetic fields, and new ways to understand human agency and the meaning of emancipation.

The book broadly falls into three parts:

The first, "Social Ontology and a New Historical Formation", deals with mainly social ontological issues,
insofar as they are connected to social scientific and public issues in the emerging society of the XXI
century.

The second, "Being human and the adventure of agency", is concerned with the way human beings adapts to
the "new world" of "our times", and comes up with innovative models of agency and socialization.

The third, "The constitutionalization of the new world", explores critical realist perspectives, as compared to
system-theoretical ones, on the issue of global order and justice.

In all of this, the challenge is to engage with this "new world" in a meaningful way, a task for which a realist
mind set is badly needed. Critical realism provides a strong theoretical framework that can meet the
challenge, and the book explores its contribution to making sense of, and coming to terms with, this



historical formation.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Schmitt:

The guide with title Engaging with the World: Agency, Institutions, Historical Formations (Ontological
Explorations) has lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book.
This book exist new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the
world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring
you with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read
this anywhere you want.

Paul Frazier:

Typically the book Engaging with the World: Agency, Institutions, Historical Formations (Ontological
Explorations) has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was
published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book
very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Chad Smith:

You may get this Engaging with the World: Agency, Institutions, Historical Formations (Ontological
Explorations) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve
challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or
printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by
your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Charline Bynum:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Engaging with the World: Agency, Institutions, Historical Formations
(Ontological Explorations) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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