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During the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, France became famous — notorious even — across Europe
for its ambitious attempts to codify and theorise a system of universally valid dramatic 'rules'. So
fundamental and formative was this 'classical' conception of drama that it still underpins our modern
conception of theatre today. Yet rather than rehearsing familiar arguments about plays, Inventing the
Spectator reads early modern France's dramatic
theory against the grain, tracing instead the profile and characteristics of the spectator that these arguments
imply: the living, breathing individual in whose mind, senses, and experience the theatre comes to life. In so
doing, Joseph Harris raises numerous questions — of imagination and illusion, reason and
emotion, vision and aurality, to name but a few — that strike at the very heart of human psychology,
cognition, and experience. Bridging the gap between literary and theatre studies, history of psychology, and
intellectual history, Inventing the Spectator thus reconstructs the theatre spectator's experience as it was
understood and theorised within French dramatic theory between the Renaissance and the Revolution. It
explores early modern spectatorship through three main themes
(illusion and the senses; pleasure and narrative; interest and identification) and five key dramatic
theoreticians (d'Aubignac, Corneille, Dubos, Rousseau, and Diderot). As it demonstrates, the period's
dramatic rules are at heart rules of psychology, cognition, and affect that emerged out of a complex dialogue
with human subjectivity in all its richness.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Simpson:

In other case, little people like to read book Inventing the Spectator: Subjectivity and the Theatrical
Experience in Early Modern France. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book.
Providing we know about how is important the book Inventing the Spectator: Subjectivity and the Theatrical
Experience in Early Modern France. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the
book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or
abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we
could open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you
feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Johnny Cahill:

The book untitled Inventing the Spectator: Subjectivity and the Theatrical Experience in Early Modern
France is the reserve that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the book content that will
be shown to anyone. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share
for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Inventing the Spectator: Subjectivity and the
Theatrical Experience in Early Modern France from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Bruce Alexander:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication
that need more time to be go through. Inventing the Spectator: Subjectivity and the Theatrical Experience in
Early Modern France can be your answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short spare
time problems.

Joseph Franson:

Beside this kind of Inventing the Spectator: Subjectivity and the Theatrical Experience in Early Modern
France in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information
and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Inventing the Spectator: Subjectivity and the Theatrical
Experience in Early Modern France because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have
this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So
do you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from today!
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