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Representations of Muslims have never been more common in the Western imagination than they are today.
Building on Orientalist stereotypes constructed over centuries, the figure of the wily Arab has given rise, at
the dawn of the twenty-first century, to the "Islamist" terrorist. In Idols in the East, Suzanne Conklin Akbari
explores the premodern background of some of the Orientalist types still pervasive in present-day depictions
of Muslims-the irascible and irrational Arab, the religiously deviant Islamist-and about how these stereotypes
developed over time.

Idols in the East contributes to the recent surge of interest in European encounters with Islam and the Orient
in the premodern world. Focusing on the medieval period, Akbari examines a broad range of texts including
encyclopedias, maps, medical and astronomical treatises, chansons de geste, romances, and allegories to
paint an unusually diverse portrait of medieval culture. Among the texts she considers are The Book of John
Mandeville, The Song of Roland, Parzival, and Dante's Divine Comedy. From them she reveals how
medieval writers and readers understood and explained the differences they saw between themselves and the
Muslim other.

Looking forward, Akbari also comes to terms with how these medieval conceptions fit with modern
discussions of Orientalism, thus providing an important theoretical link to postcolonial and postimperial
scholarship on later periods. Far reaching in its implications and balanced in its judgments, Idols in the East
will be of great interest to not only scholars and students of the Middle Ages but also anyone interested in the
roots of Orientalism and its tangled relationship to modern racism and anti-Semitism.
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From reader reviews:

John Alfaro:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Idols in the East: European Representations of Islam and the
Orient, 1100-1450. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how
is important a book Idols in the East: European Representations of Islam and the Orient, 1100-1450. You can
add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known.
About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching
by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

German Montoya:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Idols in the East: European
Representations of Islam and the Orient, 1100-1450 reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner
for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt
Idols in the East: European Representations of Islam and the Orient, 1100-1450 as good book not merely by
the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do
you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

David Trudeau:

You may spend your free time to study this book this book. This Idols in the East: European Representations
of Islam and the Orient, 1100-1450 is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Linda Harris:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source which filled update of
news. With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Idols in the East: European Representations of Islam and the Orient, 1100-1450 when you
needed it?
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