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Reveals the striking parallels between indigenous cultures of the Americas and the ancient Homeric world as
well as Tolkien’s Middle Earth

• Explores the shamanic use of healing songs, psychoactive plants, and vision quests at the heart of the
Odyssey and the fantasy works of J. R. R. Tolkien

• Examines Odysseus’s encounters with plant divinities, altered consciousness, animal shapeshifting, and
sacred topography--all concepts vital to shamanism

• Reveals how the Odyssey emerged precisely at the rupture between modern and primal consciousness

Indigenous, shamanic ways of healing and prophecy are not foreign to the West. The native way of viewing
the world--that is, understanding our cosmos as living, sentient, and interconnected--can be found hidden
throughout Western literature, beginning with the very origin of the European literary tradition: Homer’s
Odyssey.

Weaving together the narrative traditions of the ancient Greeks and Celts, the mythopoetic work of J. R. R.
Tolkien, and the voices of plant medicine healers in North and South America, the authors explore the use of
healing songs, psychoactive plants, and vision quests at the heart of the Odyssey, The Lord of the Rings
trilogy, and Tolkien’s final novella, Smith of Wootton Major. The authors examine Odysseus’s encounters
with plant divinities, altered consciousness, animal shapeshifting, and sacred topography--all concepts vital
to shamanism. They show the deep affinities between the healing powers of ancient bardic song and the
icaros of the shamans of the Amazon rain forest, how Odysseus’s battle with Circe--wielder of narcotic
plants and Mistress of Animals--follows the traditional method of negotiating with a plant ally, and how
Odysseus’s journey to the land of the dead signifies the universal practice of the vision quest, a key part of
shamanic initiation.

Emerging precisely at the rupture between modern and primal consciousness, Homer’s work represents a
window into the lost native mind of the Western world. In this way, the Odyssey as well as Tolkien’s work
can be seen as an awakening and healing song to return us to our native minds and bring our disconnected
souls back into harmony with the living cosmos.
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From reader reviews:

Albert Aucoin:

The event that you get from The Shamanic Odyssey: Homer, Tolkien, and the Visionary Experience could be
the more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it.
It does not mean that this book is hard to know but The Shamanic Odyssey: Homer, Tolkien, and the
Visionary Experience giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular
way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is
well-known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having
this kind of The Shamanic Odyssey: Homer, Tolkien, and the Visionary Experience instantly.

Kathleen Young:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this
The Shamanic Odyssey: Homer, Tolkien, and the Visionary Experience.

Jose Coleman:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This The Shamanic Odyssey: Homer,
Tolkien, and the Visionary Experience is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Terry Klatt:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Shamanic
Odyssey: Homer, Tolkien, and the Visionary Experience which is getting the e-book version. So , why not
try out this book? Let's view.
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