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The French Indo-China War of 1946-54 was one of the longest and bloodiest conflicts of the twentieth
century. The French had attempted to reinstate their colonial rule over the region after World War II, but by
1953 it was obvious that they were slowly losing the war to the Viet-Minh, supported by Communist China.
In late 1953 the French High Command decided to occupy the valley of Dien Bien Phu in northwestern
Vietnam.

Dien Bien Phu became the site of the most decisive battle of the French Indo-China War. Indeed, the
outcome at Dien Bien Phu set the stage for America's military involvement in Vietnam a decade later. Yet
despite its importance, there is still uncertainty about why the French chose to make a stand at a place that, in
hindsight, involved such risks.

In The Undetected Enemy, John Nordell examines that question by telling the full story of the strategic,
tactical, logistical, and intelligence considerations that underlay the French decision. This book also gives
close attention to the reaction of the Eisenhower administration to the Dien Bien Phu operation, an important
part of the story that, until now, has been overlooked. Historians have preferred to focus on the climactic
siege of Dien Bien Phu in the spring of 1954, when the issue of U.S. intervention hung in the balance. The
Undetected Enemy looks at the period preceding the battle for the valley, when U.S. officials, including the
president, responded with optimism or, even worse, indifference to the French operations.

Using war memoirs and archived documents only recently declassified, the author weaves a compelling
narrative of rapidly unfolding developments during the buildup to the siege. For military enthusiasts and
historians, this story, written from the perspective of the participants themselves, answers the decades-old
question, "Pourquoi Dien Bien Phu?"
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From reader reviews:

Jose Suh:

Typically the book The Undetected Enemy: French and American Miscalculations at Dien Bien Phu, 1953
(Texas A & M University Military History Series) has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
scanning this book.

Patricia Gallagher:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide
that need more time to be read. The Undetected Enemy: French and American Miscalculations at Dien Bien
Phu, 1953 (Texas A & M University Military History Series) can be your answer since it can be read by a
person who have those short free time problems.

Arthur Coe:

Beside this kind of The Undetected Enemy: French and American Miscalculations at Dien Bien Phu, 1953
(Texas A & M University Military History Series) in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the
new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so
don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The
Undetected Enemy: French and American Miscalculations at Dien Bien Phu, 1953 (Texas A & M University
Military History Series) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but
you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in
your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss it? Find this book and read it from today!

Clifford Caldwell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that question was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous books that
can you take to be your object. One of them is actually The Undetected Enemy: French and American
Miscalculations at Dien Bien Phu, 1953 (Texas A & M University Military History Series).
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