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Over the past fifty years, Puerto Rican voters have roundly rejected any calls for national independence. Yet
the rhetoric and iconography of independence have been defining features of Puerto Rican literature and
culture. In the provocative new book Dream Nation, María Acosta Cruz investigates the roots and effects of
this profound disconnect between cultural fantasy and political reality.

Bringing together texts from Puerto Rican literature, history, and popular culture, Dream Nation shows how
imaginings of national independence have served many competing purposes. They have given authority to
the island’s literary and artistic establishment but have also been a badge of countercultural cool. These ideas
have been fueled both by nostalgia for an imagined past and by yearning for a better future. They have
fostered local communities on the island, and still helped define Puerto Rican identity within U.S. Latino
culture.

In clear, accessible prose, Acosta Cruz takes us on a journey from the 1898 annexation of Puerto Rico to the
elections of 2012, stopping at many cultural touchstones along the way, from the canonical literature of the
Generación del 30 to the rap music of Tego Calderón. Dream Nation thus serves both as a testament to how
stories, symbols, and heroes of independence have inspired the Puerto Rican imagination and as an urgent
warning about how this culture has become detached from the everyday concerns of the island’s people.

A volume in the American Literature Initiatives series
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From reader reviews:

Harold Sparkman:

The actual book Dream Nation: Puerto Rican Culture and the Fictions of Independence (Latinidad:
Transnational Cultures in the United States) will bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The
author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this book
very acceptable to you. The book Dream Nation: Puerto Rican Culture and the Fictions of Independence
(Latinidad: Transnational Cultures in the United States) is much recommended to you to read. You can also
get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Deanna Christianson:

The book untitled Dream Nation: Puerto Rican Culture and the Fictions of Independence (Latinidad:
Transnational Cultures in the United States) is the guide that recommended to you to read. You can see the
quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that author use to explained their way
of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when write the
book, therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of Dream Nation: Puerto Rican Culture and the Fictions of Independence (Latinidad:
Transnational Cultures in the United States) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Daniel Gordon:

This Dream Nation: Puerto Rican Culture and the Fictions of Independence (Latinidad: Transnational
Cultures in the United States) is brand new way for you who has attention to look for some information
mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or
else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Dream Nation: Puerto Rican Culture and the
Fictions of Independence (Latinidad: Transnational Cultures in the United States) can be the light food for
you personally because the information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books
acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book application form.
People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no
in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Samuel Brooks:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you are related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books.
One of several books in the top checklist in your reading list is usually Dream Nation: Puerto Rican Culture
and the Fictions of Independence (Latinidad: Transnational Cultures in the United States). This book which
is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right



up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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