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Christine M. Korsgaard is one of today's leading moral philosophers: this volume collects ten influential
papers by her on practical reason and moral psychology. Korsgaard draws on the work of important figures
in the history of philosophy such as Plato, Aristotle, Kant, and Hume, showing how their ideas can inform
the solution of contemporary and traditional philosophical problems, such as the foundations of morality and
practical reason, the nature of agency, and the role of the emotions in action.

In Part 1, The Principles of Practical Reason , Korsgaard defends the view that the principles of practical
reason are constitutive principles of action. By governing our actions in accordance with Kant's categorical
imperative and the principle of instrumental reason, she argues, we take control of our own movements and
so render ourselves active, self-determining beings. She criticizes rival attempts to give a normative
foundation to the principles of practical reason, challenges the claims of the principle of maximizing one's
own interests to be a rational principle, and argues for some deep continuities between Plato's account of the
connection between justice and agency and Kant's account of the connection between autonomy and agency.

In Part II, Moral Virtue and Moral Psychology, Korsgaard takes up the question of the role of our more
passive or receptive faculties--our emotions and responses --in constituting our agency. She sketches a
reading of the Nicomachean Ethics , based on the idea that our emotions can serve as perceptions of good
and evil, and argues that this view of the emotions is at the root of the apparent differences between Aristotle
and Kant's accounts of morality. She argues that in fact, Aristotle and Kant share a distinctive view about the
locus of moral value and the nature of human choice that, among other things, gives them account of what it
means to act rationally that is superior to other accounts.

In Part III, Other Reflections, Korsgaard takes up question how we come to view one another as moral agents
in Hume's philosophy. She examines the possible clash between the agency of the state and that of the
individual that led to Kant's paradoxical views about revolution. And finally, she discusses her methodology
in an account of what it means to be a constructivist moral philosopher.

The essays are united by an introduction in which Korsgaard explains their connections to each other and to
her current work.
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From reader reviews:

Aaron Jack:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title The Constitution of
Agency: Essays on Practical Reason and Moral Psychology suitable to you? Often the book was written by
well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Constitution of Agency: Essays on Practical
Reason and Moral Psychologyis the main of several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired
a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you
ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be
aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Christina Mundell:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Constitution of Agency: Essays on Practical Reason and
Moral Psychology can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Dan Morris:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this book. This The Constitution of Agency: Essays on
Practical Reason and Moral Psychology is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book.
It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Allison Lyon:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
known as of book The Constitution of Agency: Essays on Practical Reason and Moral Psychology. You'll be
able to your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
place to other place.
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