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This book is annotated with a rare extensive biographical sketch of the author, Andrew Lang, written by Sir
Edmund Gosse, CB, a contemporary poet and writer.

Mr. Kirk's little book was written in 1691 and was probably not printed until 1815, when an edition of only
one hundred copies appeared at Edinburgh from the press of James Ballantyne & Company for Longman &
Company of London. Mr. Kirk's book is the most curious imaginable. Written in 1691 by a Scotch divine, it
is nothing less than a calm assumption of the existence at that time of a commonwealth of elves, fauns, and
fairies, whose government, habits, etc., are minutely described upon the authority of "Men of Second Sight"
(it is not clear whether the author himself was one of these by virtue of bis being a seventh son), the method
of obtaining which gift is also carefully explained. These fairies are of a middle nature between man and
angel; they inhabit subterranean abodes, which they change at each quarter of the year. "They are distributed
in tribes and orders, and have children, nurses, marriages, deaths, and burials; their apparel and speech is like
that of the people and country under which they live; they are said to have aristocratical rulers and laws, but
no discernible religion, love, or devotion towards God," their weapons are most what solid earthly bodies,
nothing of iron, but much of stone, like to yellow soft flint spa, shaped liked a barbed arrow-head, but flung
like a dart, with great force." The moral character of these "subterraneans" is minutely described and the
conclusion is, "But for swearing and intemperance, they are not observed so subject to those irregularities, as
to envy, spite, hypocrisy, lying, and dissimulation." The author adds to the evidence given by his friends,
etc., a letter from Lord Tarbott to the Hon. Robert Boyle, in which many additional instances of second sight
are narrated.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Otoole:

This The Secret Commonwealth of Elves, Fauns & Fairies: Extended Annotated Edition book is not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a
lot of information you will get. That The Secret Commonwealth of Elves, Fauns & Fairies: Extended
Annotated Edition without we recognize teach the one who reading through it become critical in imagining
and analyzing. Don't become worry The Secret Commonwealth of Elves, Fauns & Fairies: Extended
Annotated Edition can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full
because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Secret Commonwealth of Elves,
Fauns & Fairies: Extended Annotated Edition having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you
will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Stewart Ramirez:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This The Secret Commonwealth of
Elves, Fauns & Fairies: Extended Annotated Edition is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Rebecca Moreno:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Secret Commonwealth of Elves, Fauns &
Fairies: Extended Annotated Edition as your daily resource information.

Craig Rushing:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this



The Secret Commonwealth of Elves, Fauns & Fairies: Extended Annotated Edition, you could tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a guide.
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