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In Dirt for Art's Sake, Elisabeth Ladenson recounts the most visible of modern obscenity trials involving
scandalous books and their authors. What, she asks, do these often-colorful legal histories have to tell us
about the works themselves and about a changing cultural climate that first treated them as filth and later
celebrated them as masterpieces?

Ladenson's narrative starts with Madame Bovary (Flaubert was tried in France in 1857) and finishes with
Fanny Hill (written in the eighteenth century, put on trial in the United States in 1966); she considers, along
the way, Les Fleurs du Mal, Ulysses, The Well of Loneliness, Lady Chatterley's Lover, Tropic of Cancer,
Lolita, and the works of the Marquis de Sade. Over the course of roughly a century, Ladenson finds, two
ideas that had been circulating in the form of avant-garde heresy gradually became accepted as truisms, and
eventually as grounds for legal defense. The first is captured in the formula "art for art's sake"-the notion that
a work of art exists in a realm independent of conventional morality. The second is realism, vilified by its
critics as "dirt for dirt's sake." In Ladenson's view, the truth of the matter is closer to -dirt for art's sake-"the
idea that the work of art may legitimately include the representation of all aspects of life, including the
unpleasant and the sordid.

Ladenson also considers cinematic adaptations of these novels, among them Vincente Minnelli's Madame
Bovary, Stanley Kubrick's Lolita and the 1997 remake directed by Adrian Lyne, and various attempts to
translate de Sade's works and life into film, which faced similar censorship travails. Written with a keen
awareness of ongoing debates about free speech, Dirt for Art's Sake traces the legal and social acceptance of
controversial works with critical acumen and delightful wit.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Trimm:

This book untitled Dirt for Art's Sake: Books on Trial from "Madame Bovary" to "Lolita": Version 2 to be
one of several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication
you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can
order it through online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your
list.

Lisa Haight:

The e-book untitled Dirt for Art's Sake: Books on Trial from "Madame Bovary" to "Lolita": Version 2 is the
e-book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be
shown to anyone. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share for
your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Dirt for Art's Sake: Books on
Trial from "Madame Bovary" to "Lolita": Version 2 from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free
time.

Daniel Young:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you have
read will be Dirt for Art's Sake: Books on Trial from "Madame Bovary" to "Lolita": Version 2.

Phyllis Sharrow:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Dirt for Art's Sake: Books on
Trial from "Madame Bovary" to "Lolita": Version 2 is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation
area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can
buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone.
Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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