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African American historian Gerald Early refers to Jack Johnson (1878-1946), the first African American
heavyweight champion of the world, as the first African American pop culture icon. Johnson is a seminal and
iconic figure in the history of race and sport in America. This manuscript is the translation of a memoir by
Johnson that was published in French, has never before been translated, and is virtually unknown. Originally
published as a series of articles in 1911 and then in revised form as a book in 1914, it covers Johnson's
colorful life and battles, both inside and outside the ring, up until and including his famous defeat of Jim
Jeffries in Reno, on July 4, 1910.

In addition to the fights themselves, the memoir recounts, among many other things, Johnson's brief and
amusing career as a local politician in Galveston, Texas; his experience hunting kangaroos in Australia; and
his epic bouts of seasickness. It includes portraits of some of the most famous boxers of the 1900-1915
era—such truly legendary figures as Joe Choynski, Jim Jeffries, Sam McVey, Bob Fitzsimons, Philadelphia
Jack O'Brien, and Stanley Ketchel. Johnson comments explicitly on race and the color line in boxing and in
American society at large in ways that he probably would not have in a publication destined for an American
reading public. The text constitutes genuinely new, previously unavailable material and will be of great
interest for the many readers intrigued by Jack Johnson. In addition to providing information about Johnson's
life, it is a fascinating exercise in self-mythologizing that provides substantial insights into how Johnson
perceived himself and wished to be perceived by others. Johnson's personal voice comes through clearly-
brash, clever, theatrical, and invariably charming. The memoir makes it easy to see how and why Johnson
served as an important role model for Muhammad Ali and why so many have compared the two.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Guillen:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this My Life and Battles: By Jack Johnson
book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Phyllis Tucker:

The reserve with title My Life and Battles: By Jack Johnson posesses a lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of the glowbal
growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Audrey Rivas:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled My Life
and Battles: By Jack Johnson your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect
that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a
publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The
My Life and Battles: By Jack Johnson giving you a different experience more than blown away your head
but also giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the
relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

William Marshall:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to
be read. My Life and Battles: By Jack Johnson can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you
actually who have those short time problems.
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