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Ranging from the time of the infallible Imams, to the contemporary era, this book provides a comprehensive
overview of Shi’i religious and political authority, focusing on Iran and Lebanon, without limiting the
discourse to Khomeini’s version of an Islamic State.

Utilising untapped Arabic and Persian sources, Hamid Mavani provides a detailed, nuanced, and diverse
theoretical discussion on the doctrine of leadership (Imamate) in Shi’ism from traditional, theological,
philosophical, and mystical perspectives. This theoretical discussion becomes the foundation for an analysis
of the transmission of the Twelfth Imam’s religious and political authority vis-á-vis the jurists during his
Greater Occultation.

Bringing the often overlooked diversity within the Shi’i tradition into sharp focus, Religious Authority and
Political Thought in Twelver Shi’ism discusses what constitutes an Islamic state, if there is such a notion as
an Islamic state. Hamid Mavani further explores the possibility of creating a space for secularity, facilitating
a separation between religion and state, and ensuring equal rights for all. This book argues that such a
development is only possible if there is a rehabilitation of ijtihad. If this were to materialise modern
religious, social, economic, political, and cultural challenges could be addressed more successfully. This
book will be of use to scholars and students with interests ranging from Politics, to Religion, to Middle East
Studies.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Nelson:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Religious
Authority and Political Thought in Twelver Shi'ism: From Ali to Post-Khomeini (Routledge Studies in
Political Islam)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with your
favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Martin McDaniel:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but
the problems coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Religious
Authority and Political Thought in Twelver Shi'ism: From Ali to Post-Khomeini (Routledge Studies in
Political Islam) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Leif Gibbs:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Religious Authority and Political
Thought in Twelver Shi'ism: From Ali to Post-Khomeini (Routledge Studies in Political Islam) publication
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone
who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Religious Authority and Political Thought in Twelver
Shi'ism: From Ali to Post-Khomeini (Routledge Studies in Political Islam) as good book not simply by the
cover but also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Michelle Gilbert:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Religious Authority and Political Thought in Twelver Shi'ism: From Ali to Post-



Khomeini (Routledge Studies in Political Islam) can make you experience more interested to read.
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