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The Aesthetics of Desire and Surprise: Phenomenology and Speculation covers issues central to
contemporary continental philosophy (desire, expectations, excess, rupture, transcendence, immanence,
surprise). The proposed term desire||surprise captures the phenomenological-speculative character of the
pair not yet and no longer. Non-obvious parallels between different thinkers are drawn, and the
argumentation is organized around philosophical figures relevant in the sequence desire – excess –pause
(rupture, break) – recuperation (surprise). The works of Levinas, Žižek, Bataille, Blanchot, Foucault, and
Ricoeur are interpreted and positioned according to the proposed template of desire - excess - pause. The
consideration of limit experiences involves authors fascinated by transgression, and the question of whether
excess is immanent or transcendent. This discussion considers works by Nietzsche, Deleuze, Žižek, and
Foucault. The analysis of surprise and the beginning of recovery after the pause considers works by Fink,
Merleau-Ponty, Nancy, Lyotard, Dufrenne, Bachelard, and Seel. The provocative argument elaborated in this
work is that surprise starts with indifference. Furthermore, the argument is that surprise begins where the
concept reaches its ending, hence that the limit of speculative thinking at its ending is the limit of aesthetics
at its beginning. The work of Hegel, Schelling and Jaspers are discussed in order to argue for the beginning
of aesthetics there where knowledge ends.

Philosophical thematic is contextualized via sections on artists such as Duchamp and Mondrian, and on some
films, provoking interest of aestheticians working in art history and cultural studies departments.
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From reader reviews:

Dirk Sullivan:

This book untitled The Aesthetics of Desire and Surprise: Phenomenology and Speculation to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit
on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher with this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Joyce McDonald:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent
all day every day to reading a book. The book The Aesthetics of Desire and Surprise: Phenomenology and
Speculation it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the
e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this
book features high quality.

John Sorrells:

The book untitled The Aesthetics of Desire and Surprise: Phenomenology and Speculation contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of literary works. You can actually read
this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book
throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and
order it. Have a nice go through.

George Eichner:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just in search of the The Aesthetics of Desire and Surprise: Phenomenology and Speculation when you
essential it?
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