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"If a historian were allowed but one book on the American involvement in Vietnam, this would be it." —
Foreign Affairs  When first published in 1979, four years after the end of one of the most divisive conflicts in
the United States, The Irony of Vietnam raised eyebrows. Most students of the war argued that the United
States had "stumbled into a quagmire in Vietnam through hubris and miscalculation," as the New York
Times's Fox Butterfield put it. But the perspective of time and the opening of documentary sources, including
the Pentagon Papers, had allowed Gelb and Betts to probe deep into the decisionmaking leading to escalation
of military action in Vietnam. The failure of Vietnam could be laid at the door of American foreign policy,
they said, but the decisions that led to the failure were made by presidents aware of the risks, clear about
their aims, knowledgeable about the weaknesses of their allies, and under no illusion about the outcome.

The book offers a picture of a steely resolve in government circles that, while useful in creating consensus,
did not allow for alternative perspectives. In the years since its publication, The Irony of Vietnam has come
to be considered the seminal work on the Vietnam War.
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From reader reviews:

Ida Hamilton:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person
who don't like looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult
problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Irony of Vietnam: The System Worked
(A Brookings Classic).

Virginia Doak:

The reason why? Because this The Irony of Vietnam: The System Worked (A Brookings Classic) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your skill and
your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the
guide store hurriedly.

Tiffany Hernandez:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Irony of Vietnam: The System
Worked (A Brookings Classic) can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these ebooks have than the others?

Robert Murphy:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as of
book The Irony of Vietnam: The System Worked (A Brookings Classic). You can add your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read.
It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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