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In the early nineteenth century, Lowell, Massachusetts, was widely studied and emulated as a model for
capitalist industrial development. One of the first cities in the United States to experience the ravages of
deindustrialization, it was also among the first places in the world to turn to its own industrial and ethnic
history as a tool for reinventing itself in the emerging postindustrial economy. The Lowell Experiment
explores how history and culture have been used to remake Lowell and how historians have played a crucial
yet ambiguous role in that process.

The book focuses on Lowell National Historical Park, the flagship project of Lowell’s new cultural
economy. When it was created in 1978, the park broke new ground with its sweeping reinterpretations of
labor, immigrant, and women’s history. It served as a test site for the ideas of practitioners in the new field of
public history—a field that links the work of professionally trained historians with many different kinds of
projects in the public realm.

The Lowell Experiment takes an anthropological approach to public history in Lowell, showing it as a
complex cultural performance shaped by local memory, the imperatives of economic redevelopment, and
tourist rituals—all serving to locate the park’s audiences and workers more securely within a changing and
uncertain new economy characterized by growing inequalities and new exclusions.

The paradoxical dual role of Lowell’s public historians as both interpreters of and contributors to that new
economy raises important questions about the challenges and limitations facing academically trained
scholars in contemporary American culture. As a long-standing and well-known example of “culture-led re-
development,” Lowell offers an outstanding site for exploring questions of concern to those in the fields of
public and urban history, urban planning, and tourism studies.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Feist:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Lowell Experiment: Public
History in a Postindustrial City is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Ethan Scott:

The feeling that you get from The Lowell Experiment: Public History in a Postindustrial City is a more deep
you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to know but The Lowell Experiment: Public History in a Postindustrial City
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go
along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of The
Lowell Experiment: Public History in a Postindustrial City instantly.

Sybil Davis:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the
book that recommended for your requirements is The Lowell Experiment: Public History in a Postindustrial
City this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Peter Singleton:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. Through the book
The Lowell Experiment: Public History in a Postindustrial City we can get more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book The Lowell Experiment:
Public History in a Postindustrial City. You can more desirable than now.
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