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A lesbian couple rears a child together and, after the biological mother dies, the surviving partner loses
custody to the child's estranged biological father. Four days later, in a different court, judges rule on the side
of the partner, because they feel the child relied on the woman as a “psychological parent.” What accounts
for this inconsistency regarding gay and lesbian adoption and custody cases, and why has family law failed
to address them in a comprehensive manner?

In Courting Change, Kimberly D. Richman zeros in on the nebulous realm of family law, one of the most
indeterminate and discretionary areas of American law. She focuses on judicial decisions—both the
outcomes and the rationales—and what they say about family, rights, sexual orientation, and who qualifies as
a parent. Richman challenges prevailing notions that gay and lesbian parents and families are hurt by laws'
indeterminacy, arguing that, because family law is so loosely defined, it allows for the flexibility needed to
respond to — and even facilitate — changes in how we conceive of family, parenting, and the role of sexual
orientation in family law.

Drawing on every recorded judicial decision in gay and lesbian adoption and custody cases over the last fifty
years, and on interviews with parents, lawyers, and judges, Richman demonstrates how parental and sexual
identities are formed and interpreted in law, and how gay and lesbian parents can harness indeterminacy to
transform family law.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Edwards:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a guide. The book Courting Change it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space
bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart
phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.

Leonard Parnell:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Courting Change is simple to deliver
you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the
actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the
actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.

Esmeralda Rossman:

This Courting Change is new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information as it relief your
hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still
having small amount of digest in reading this Courting Change can be the light food for you personally
because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in
the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book
form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it!
Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.

Kevin Shepherd:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Courting Change can give you a lot of good friends
because by you considering this one book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to be great
people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Courting Change.
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