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Translations of the forewords and afterwords by original fairy tale authors and commentaries by their
contemporaries, material that has not been widely published in English.

Most early fairy tale authors had a lot to say about what they wrote. Charles Perrault explained his sources
and recounted friends’ reactions. His niece Marie-Jeanne Lhéritier and her friend Marie-Catherine d’Aulnoy
used dedications and commentaries to situate their tales socially and culturally, while the raffish Henriette
Julie de Murat accused them all of taking their plots from the Italian writer Giovan Francesco Straparola and
admitted to borrowing from the Italians herself. These reflections shed a bright light on both the tales and on
their composition, but in every case, they were removed soon after their first publication. Remaining largely
unknown, their absence created empty space that later readers filled with their own views about the
conditions of production and reception of the tales.

What their authors had to say about “Puss in Boots,” “Cinderella,” “Sleeping Beauty,” and “Rapunzel,”
among many other fairy tales, is collected here for the first time, newly translated and accompanied by rich
annotations. Also included are revealing commentaries from the authors’ literary contemporaries.

As a whole, these forewords, afterwords, and critical words directly address issues that inform the
contemporary study of European fairy tales, including traditional folkloristic concerns about fairy tale origins
and performance, as well as questions of literary aesthetics and historical context.

“…more than a little provocative … adds much to the field of fairy tale studies.” — Journal of the Fantastic
in the Arts

“This combination of introductory information and primary sources makes the book indispensable for serious
students of fairy tale literature. Taken as a whole, the essays create a lively picture of the enterprise of fairy
tale creation … Highly recommended.” — CHOICE

“There are many multifaceted gems in this collection and they will prove rewarding reading for those
working with European fairy tales.” — Maria Tatar, editor of The Classic Fairy Tales: Texts, Criticism

Ruth B. Bottigheimer teaches European fairy tales and British children’s literature at Stony Brook
University, State University of New York. She is the author of several books, including Fairy Tales: A New
History, also published by SUNY Press, and Fairy Godfather: Straparola, Venice, and the Fairy Tale
Tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Gann:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing that
you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the
guide untitled Fairy Tales Framed: Early Forewords, Afterwords, and Critical Words can be good book to
read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Beth Kelly:

This Fairy Tales Framed: Early Forewords, Afterwords, and Critical Words is great e-book for you because
the content that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can
declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having Fairy Tales Framed: Early Forewords, Afterwords, and Critical Words in your
hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you
world with ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book.
Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Jolene Rivera:

Beside this kind of Fairy Tales Framed: Early Forewords, Afterwords, and Critical Words in your phone, it
can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
might got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Fairy Tales Framed: Early Forewords, Afterwords, and Critical Words
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what
it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot
be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book and also
read it from at this point!

Andrew Taylor:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Fairy Tales Framed: Early Forewords,
Afterwords, and Critical Words can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides
have than the others?
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