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Interdisciplinary in approach, this volume explores and deciphers the symbolic value and iconicity of the
built environment in the Arab Gulf Region, its aesthetics, language and performative characteristics.
Bringing together a range of studies by artists, curators and scholars, it demonstrates how Dubai appeared -
at least until the financial crisis - to be leading the construction race and has already completed a large
number of its landmark architecture and strategic facilities. In contrast, cities like the Qatari capital Doha still
appear to be heavily â€˜under constructionâ€™ and in countries like the Sultanate of Oman, ultra-luxury
tourism projects were started only recently. While the construction of artificial islands, theme parks and
prestige sport facilities has attracted considerable attention, much less is known about the regionâ€™s
widespread implementation of innovative infrastructure such as global container ports, free zones, inter-
island causeways and metro lines. This volume argues that these endeavours are not simply part of a strategy
to prepare for the post-oil era for future economic survival and prosperity in the Lower Gulf region, but that
they are also aiming to strengthen identitarian patterns and specific national brands. In doing so, they exhibit
similar, yet remarkably diverse modes of engaging with certain global trends and present - questionably -
distinct ideas for putting themselves on the global map. Each country aims to grab attention with regard to
the world-wide flow of goods and capital and thus provide its own citizens with a socially acceptable
trajectory for the future. By doing that, the countries in the Gulf are articulating a new semiotic and paradigm
of urban development. For the first time, this volume maps these trends in their relation to architecture and
infrastructure, in particular by treating them as semiotics in their own right. It suggests that recent
developments in this region of the world not only represent a showcase of extraordinary initiatives by which
these desert states have transformed, but also that the commodification of local â€˜traditionsâ€™ acts as an
essential element in the countriesâ€™ effort to design an Arab version of (hyper-)modernity and to position
themselves as a regional and global archetype, which has frequently been adopted elsewhere.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Harrison:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Under Construction: Logics of Urbanism in the
Gulf Region will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you
fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Susan Garrard:

This Under Construction: Logics of Urbanism in the Gulf Region is great publication for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can declare no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Under Construction: Logics of Urbanism in the Gulf Region in your hand like getting the
world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you
world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading
book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Christopher Wilkerson:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This Under Construction: Logics of Urbanism in the
Gulf Region can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have factor that
they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more
than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Under Construction: Logics of
Urbanism in the Gulf Region.

Steven Miller:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose the book Under Construction: Logics of Urbanism in the Gulf Region
to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about
book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and read it. Beside
that the guide Under Construction: Logics of Urbanism in the Gulf Region can to be your brand new friend
when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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