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In the spring of 2003, Jacques Derrida sat down for a public debate in Paris with Algerian intellectual
Mustapha Chérif. The eminent philosopher arrived at the event directly from the hospital where he had just
been diagnosed with pancreatic cancer, the illness that would take hislife just over ayear later. That he till
participated in the exchange testifies to the magnitude of the subject at hand: the increasingly distressed
relationship between Islam and the West, and the questions of freedom, justice, and democracy that surround
it.

As Chérif relates in this account of their dialogue, the topic of 1slam held specia resonance for
Derrida—perhapsit is to be expected that near the end of hislife his thoughts would return to Algeria, the
country where he was born in 1930. Indeed, these roots served as the impetus for their conversation,

which first centers on the ways in which Derrida s Algerian-Jewish identity has shaped his thinking. From
there, the two men move to broader questions of secularism and democracy; to politics and religion and how
the former manipulates the latter; and to the parallels between xenophobiain the West and fanaticism among
Islamists.

Ultimately, the discussion is an attempt to tear down the notion that I1slam and the West are two civilizations
locked in abitter struggle for supremacy and to reconsider them as the two shores of the
Mediterranean—two halves of the same geographical, religious, and cultural sphere. IsSlam and the West isa
crucia opportunity to further our understanding of Derrida’ s views on the key political and religious
divisions of our time and an often moving testament to the power of friendship and solidarity to surmount
them.
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From reader reviews:
Robert Caceres:

Book isto be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To
be sure that book is very important for us. The book Islam and the West: A Conversation with Jacques
Derrida (Religion and Postmodernism) seemed to be making you to know about other information and of
course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide Islam and the West: A
Conversation with Jacques Derrida (Religion and Postmodernism) is not only giving you much more new
information but also to become your friend when you really feel bored. Y ou can spend your current spend
time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book Islam and the West: A Conversation with
Jacques Derrida (Religion and Postmodernism). Y ou never truly feel lose out for everything should you read
some books.

Ila Robinette:;

This Islam and the West: A Conversation with Jacques Derrida (Religion and Postmodernism) book is not
really ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this
book will be information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person
read alot of information you will get. This specific Issam and the West: A Conversation with Jacques
Derrida (Religion and Postmodernism) without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical
in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Islam and the West: A Conversation with Jacques
Derrida (Religion and Postmodernism) can bring when you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves turn out to be full because you can haveit in the lovely laptop even phone. This Islam and the
West: A Conversation with Jacques Derrida (Religion and Postmodernism) having fine arrangement in word
and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Daniel Evans;

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is agood choice for yourself but the problems coming to
you is you don't know what type you should start with. This Islam and the West: A Conversation with
Jacques Derrida (Religion and Postmodernism) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Eliseo Watkins:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Islam and the



West: A Conversation with Jacques Derrida (Religion and Postmodernism) which is abtaining the e-book
version. So, try out this book? Let's observe.
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