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Against a backdrop of revolution, border banditry, freewheeling aerial dramatics, and World War II comes
this compelling look at the rise of U.S. combat aviation at an unlikely proving ground—a remote airfield in
the rugged reaches of the southwestern Texas borderlands. Here, at Elmo Johnson's Big Bend ranch,
hundreds of young Army Air Corps pilots demonstrated the U.S. military's reconnaissance and emergency
response capabilities and, in so doing, dramatized the changing role of the airplane as an instrument of war
and peace.

Kenneth Ragsdale's gripping account not only sets the United States squarely in the forefront of aerial
development but also provides a reflective look at U.S.-Mexican relations of the 1920s, 1930s, and 1940s,
particularly the tense days and aftermath of the Escobar Rebellion of 1929. He paints a vivid picture of the
development of the U.S. aerial strike force; the character, ideals, and expectations of the men who would one
day become combat leaders; and the high esteem in which U.S. citizens held the courageous pilots.

Particularly noteworthy is Ragsdale's portrait of Elmo Johnson, the Big Bend rancher, trader, and rural sage
who emerges as the dominant figure at one of the most unusual facilities in the annals of the Air Corps.
Wings over the Mexican Border tells a stirring story of the American frontier juxtaposed with the new age of
aerial technology.
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From reader reviews:

Mark McCarver:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't desire do
that. You must know how great as well as important the book Wings over the Mexican Border: Pioneer
Military Aviation in the Big Bend. All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for the
internet resources or other social media.

Troy Riley:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for people. The book Wings over the Mexican Border: Pioneer Military Aviation
in the Big Bend has been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide Wings over the Mexican Border: Pioneer Military
Aviation in the Big Bend is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your friend
when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship
using the book Wings over the Mexican Border: Pioneer Military Aviation in the Big Bend. You never feel
lose out for everything should you read some books.

Aaron Powers:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Wings over the Mexican
Border: Pioneer Military Aviation in the Big Bend is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in
the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can
buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And
so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Michelle Gilbert:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Wings over the Mexican Border: Pioneer
Military Aviation in the Big Bend can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so
out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these textbooks have than the others?
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