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Few reporters have covered Afghanistan as intrepidly and humanely as Edward Girardet. Now, in a gripping,
personal account, Girardet delivers a story of that nation's resistance fighters, foreign invaders, mercenaries,
spies, aid workers, Islamic extremists, and others who have defined Afghanistan's last thirty years of war,
chaos, and strife.

As a young foreign correspondent, Girardet arrived in Afghanistan just three months prior to the Soviet
invasion in 1979. Over the next decades, he trekked hundreds of miles across rugged mountains and deserts
on clandestine journeys following Afghan guerrillas in battle as they smuggled French doctors into the
country, and as they combated each other as well as invaders. He witnessed the world's greatest refugee
exodus, the bitter Battle for Kabul in the early 1990s, the rise of the Taliban, and, finally, the US-led Western
military and recovery effort that began in 2001.

Girardet's encounters with key figures-including Ahmed Shah Massoud, the famed "Lion of Panjshir"
assassinated by al Qaeda two days before 9/11, Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, an Islamic extremist massively
supported by the Americans during the 1980s only to become one of today's most ruthless anti-Western
insurgents, and Osama bin Laden-shed extraordinary light on the personalities who have shaped the nation,
and its current challenges, from corruption and narcotics trafficking to selfish regional interests.

Killing the Cranes provides crucial insights into why the West's current involvement has turned into such a
disaster, not only rekindling a new insurgency, but squandering billions of dollars on a recovery process that
has shown scant success.
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From reader reviews:

Concepcion Maldonado:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Killing the Cranes: A
Reporter's Journey through Three Decades of War in Afghanistan? Maybe it is for being best activity for
you. You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do
you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Charles Valentine:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Killing the Cranes: A
Reporter's Journey through Three Decades of War in Afghanistan is our recommendation to help you keep
up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Robert Hatch:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Killing the
Cranes: A Reporter's Journey through Three Decades of War in Afghanistan book because this book offers
you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in
it everbody knows.

Judy Williams:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you go through a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Killing the Cranes: A Reporter's Journey through Three Decades of War in Afghanistan provide you with
new experience in looking at a book.
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