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Between 1987 and today Algeria has been engaged in a conflict pitching the army against Islamist guerilla
groups which has killed more than 200.000 people. During the same period, Algeria also witnessed the
explosion of more than 70,000 voluntary associations, making it one of the most civic-dense countries in the
Arab world. This book analyses the development of these association in Algeria and the state’s attempt to
retain political legitimacy.

Starting from a critique of portrayals of Algerian ‘civil society’ as a force conducive to democratization, the
study examines the changing relationship of the state to voluntary associations in both the colonial and post-
colonial eras. An in-depth assessment of the social bases of the associative sphere then leads to questioning
its independence from the state, and highlights the role of the associative sector in tempering the fracture
between the state and those social groups that most suffered from the collapse of Algeria’s post colonial
political framework. Finally, the study analyses donors’ use of advocacy and service-delivery associations in
democracy-promotion programmes, arguing that their focus on the country’s ‘civil society’ contributed to the
state’s efforts to preserve its international legitimacy.

Based on in-depth examination of existing literature and extensive fieldwork conducted at a time when
Algeria was still closed to foreign researchers because of the conflict, Andrea Liverani challenges the
mainstream views on the political role of associations in democracy, illustrating how ‘civil society’ can work
towards the conservation of an authoritarian order, rather than simply towards democratic change. A lucid
contribution to an emerging scholarship, Civil Society in Algeria will appeal to students, academic experts,
and NGO/aid practitioners.
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From reader reviews:

Alfred Zoeller:

Here thing why this Civil Society in Algeria: The Political Functions of Associational Life (Routledge
Studies in Middle Eastern Politics) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is
good nonetheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not.
Civil Society in Algeria: The Political Functions of Associational Life (Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern
Politics) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no
guide that similar with Civil Society in Algeria: The Political Functions of Associational Life (Routledge
Studies in Middle Eastern Politics). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own personal eyes
about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to
bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Civil Society in Algeria: The Political Functions
of Associational Life (Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern Politics) in e-book can be your alternate.

Jeffery Harman:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent the whole day to reading a book. The book Civil Society in Algeria: The Political Functions of
Associational Life (Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern Politics) it is very good to read. There are a lot of
people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of
your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book has high quality.

Juan Dishon:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Civil Society in Algeria: The Political
Functions of Associational Life (Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern Politics) is simple to deliver you can
read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the
actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual
book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Bonnie Howe:

This Civil Society in Algeria: The Political Functions of Associational Life (Routledge Studies in Middle
Eastern Politics) is brand new way for you who has fascination to look for some information as it relief your
hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny
amount of digest in reading this Civil Society in Algeria: The Political Functions of Associational Life



(Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern Politics) can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in the form which is
reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form make them
feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this one. You can
find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for
your better life and also knowledge.
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