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In this colorful and detailed history, Joshua Goldstein describes the formation of the Peking opera in late
Qing and its subsequent rise and re-creation as the epitome of the Chinese national culture in Republican era
China. Providing a fascinating look into the lives of some of the opera’s key actors, he explores their
methods for earning a living; their status in an ever-changing society; the methods by which theaters
functioned; the nature and content of performances; audience make-up; and the larger relationship between
Peking opera and Chinese nationalism.

Propelled by a synergy of the commercial and the political patronage from the Qing court in Beijing to
modern theaters in Shanghai and Tianjin, Peking opera rose to national prominence. The genre’s star actors,
particularly male cross-dressing performers led by the exquisite Mei Lanfang and the "Four Great Female
Impersonators" became media celebrities, models of modern fashion and world travel. Ironically, as it
became increasingly entrenched in modern commercial networks, Peking opera was increasingly framed in
post-May fourth discourses as profoundly traditional. Drama Kings demonstrates that the process of
reforming and marketing Peking opera as a national genre was integrally involved with process of colonial
modernity, shifting gender roles, the rise of capitalist visual culture, and new technologies of public
discipline that became increasingly prevalent in urban China in the Republican era.
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From reader reviews:

Ralph Garibay:

The book Drama Kings: Players and Publics in the Re-creation of Peking Opera, 1870-1937 can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book
Drama Kings: Players and Publics in the Re-creation of Peking Opera, 1870-1937? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give
for each other; you can share all of these. Book Drama Kings: Players and Publics in the Re-creation of
Peking Opera, 1870-1937 has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You
can appearance the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Eugene Obrien:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Drama Kings: Players and Publics
in the Re-creation of Peking Opera, 1870-1937 book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Heather Bencomo:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Drama Kings: Players and
Publics in the Re-creation of Peking Opera, 1870-1937 which is having the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's observe.

Verna Riddle:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Drama Kings: Players and Publics in the Re-creation
of Peking Opera, 1870-1937 was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Drama
Kings: Players and Publics in the Re-creation of Peking Opera, 1870-1937 has many kinds or genre. Start
from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy,
fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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