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A riveting account of the two years literary scholar Mikita Brottman spent reading literature with criminals
in a maximum-security men’s prison outside Baltimore, and what she learned from them—Orange Is the
New Black meets Reading Lolita in Tehran.

On sabbatical from teaching literature to undergraduates, and wanting to educate a different kind of student,
Mikita Brottman starts a book club with a group of convicts from the Jessup Correctional Institution in
Maryland. She assigns them ten dark, challenging classics—including Conrad’s Heart of Darkness,
Shakespeare’s Macbeth, Stevenson’s Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Poe’s story “The Black Cat,” and Nabokov’s
Lolita—books that don’t flinch from evoking the isolation of the human struggle, the pain of conflict, and the
cost of transgression. Although Brottman is already familiar with these works, the convicts open them up in
completely new ways. Their discussions may “only” be about literature, but for the prisoners, everything is at
stake.

Gradually, the inmates open up about their lives and families, their disastrous choices, their guilt and loss.
Brottman also discovers that life in prison, while monotonous, is never without incident. The book club
members struggle with their assigned reading through solitary confinement; on lockdown; in between factory
shifts; in the hospital; and in the middle of the chaos of blasting televisions, incessant chatter, and the
constant banging of metal doors.

Though The Maximum Security Book Club never loses sight of the moral issues raised in the selected
reading, it refuses to back away from the unexpected insights offered by the company of these complex,
difficult men. It is a compelling, thoughtful analysis of literature—and prison life—like nothing you’ve ever
read before.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Hernandez:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This The Maximum Security Book Club: Reading Literature in a Men's Prison book
is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer of The Maximum Security Book Club: Reading Literature in a Men's Prison content conveys thinking
easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just
different such as it. So , do you still thinking The Maximum Security Book Club: Reading Literature in a
Men's Prison is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Mary Gillon:

The Maximum Security Book Club: Reading Literature in a Men's Prison can be one of your starter books
that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing The Maximum Security Book Club: Reading Literature in a Men's Prison yet doesn't forget the main
place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it.
This great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Mark Cabrera:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Maximum Security Book
Club: Reading Literature in a Men's Prison can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know.
You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

James Esparza:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book The Maximum Security Book Club:
Reading Literature in a Men's Prison to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it
and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to
like to open up a book and read it. Beside that the e-book The Maximum Security Book Club: Reading
Literature in a Men's Prison can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must
you're doing of their time.
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