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A son of poor Jamaican immigrants who grew up in Depression-era Harlem, Harry Belafonte became the
first black performer to gain artistic control over the representation of African Americansin commercial
television and film. Forging connections with an astonishing array of consequential players on the American
scene in the decades following World War 11—from Paul Robeson to Ed Sullivan, John Kennedy to Stokely
Carmichael—Belafonte established his place in American culture as a hugely popular singer, matinee idol,
internationalist, and champion of civil rights, black pride, and black power.

In Becoming Belafonte, Judith E. Smith presents the first full-length interpretive study of this multitalented
artist. She sets Belafonte's compelling story within a history of American race relations, black theater and
film history, McCarthy-era hysteria, and the challenges of introducing multifaceted black culturein a
moment of expanding media possibilities and constrained political expression. Smith traces Belafonte's roots
in the radical politics of the 1940s, his careful negotiation of the complex challenges of the Cold War 1950s,
and hisfull flowering as a civil rights advocate and internationally acclaimed performer in the 1960s. In
Smith's account, Belafonte emerges as arelentless activist, a questing intellectual, and a tireless organizer.
From hisfirst national successes as a singer of Calypso-inflected songs to the dedication he brought to
producing challenging material on television and film regardless of its commercial potential, Belafonte
stands as a singular figure in American cultural history—a performer who never shied away from the
dangerous crossroads where art and politics meet.
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From reader reviews:
Carolyn Livingston:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own sparetimeto
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible
Becoming Belafonte: Black Artist, Public Radical (Discovering America)? Maybe it isfor being best activity
for you. Y ou know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before.
Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Jessica Davis:

The book Becoming Belafonte: Black Artist, Public Radical (Discovering America) make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. Y ou can utilize to make your capable alot more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book
Becoming Belafonte: Black Artist, Public Radical (Discovering America) being your habit, you can get far
more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many or al subjects. You
can know everything if you like open up and read a book Becoming Belafonte: Black Artist, Public Radical
(Discovering America). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or
other individuals. So, how do you think about this publication?

Dorothea Profitt:

This Becoming Belafonte: Black Artist, Public Radical (Discovering America) is great guide for you because
the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can
claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole factsin it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Becoming Belafonte: Black Artist, Public Radical (Discovering America) in
your hand like keeping the world in your arm, detailsinit is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book
that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book aready do that. So , thisis good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Louella Rape:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. Y ou will see that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular
book that recommended to you personally is Becoming Belafonte: Black Artist, Public Radical (Discovering
America) this guide consist alot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific book



was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy

to understand. The particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why
this book suitable all of you.
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