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The charm of this book lies in its peep-show perspective on Dublin public life in the latter part of the 18th
century.' - David Nokes, The Sunday Times 'A vastly entertaining and colourful memoir... The book offers a
tremendous flavour of an era. Mrs Leeson's intelligence shines through and her sense of irony and mischief
makes light of the many miseries that underlay her necessary profession.' - Clare Boylan, Sunday
Independent 'Mrs Leeson emerges as a character of exuberant energy, determination and self-reliance... with
immense style and gusto.' - Hilary Spurling, Daily Telegraph Mrs Margaret Leeson (1727-97), alias Peg
Plunket, of Killough, Co. Westmeath, was the best-known brothel-keeper of eighteenth-century Dublin. As
well as the rich and titled (a Bank of Ireland Governor and a Lord Lieutenant were among her clients), she
accommodated lawyers, conmen, journalists, theatre-folk and petty villains. Her first establishment, run in
partnership with friend and fellow-courtesan Sally Hayes, was in Drogheda Street, until vandalized by the
Pinking-dindies. She then moved to Wood Street, before settling, most notoriously, in Pitt Street, on the site
of the present Westbury Hotel. She led a colourful, if rackety, existence as leader of Dublin's demi-monde,
accepting early in her career 500 guineas from Lord Avonmore to discontinue her brief marriage to his
gormless son. She refused service to the Earl of Westmorland because he treated his second wife 'shabbily',
and insulted the Prince Regent twice whilst visiting London. After thirty years she decided to reform but
found her cache of IOUs valueless and ended up in a debtors' prison, run by a former client, Captain
Mathews. To raise cash she decided to publish these memoirs, documenting her life as a madam and the
vicissitudes of her retirement. The first two volumes sold well, but the third appeared posthumously when
Mrs Leeson died of venereal disease, after she was gang-raped coming home from Drumcondra. Edited and
annotated by scholar-critic Mary Lyons, and embellished with period portraits and engravings, these
delightful memoirs resurface for the first time in two hundred years. They portray a vivacious, witty and
outspoken woman, a proto-feminist whose work ranks alongside Harriet Wilson's Regency recollections.
With the zest and unbuttoned candour of a Defoe or John Cleland, they give an astonishingly detailed picture
of high and low life on the decadent fringes of Georgian Dublin.
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From reader reviews:

Suzanne Brooke:

The book The Memoirs of Mrs Leeson, Madam can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book The Memoirs
of Mrs Leeson, Madam? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book
can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of
these. Book The Memoirs of Mrs Leeson, Madam has simple shape however, you know: it has great and
large function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Kristy Douglas:

This The Memoirs of Mrs Leeson, Madam book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This
specific The Memoirs of Mrs Leeson, Madam without we know teach the one who reading it become critical
in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry The Memoirs of Mrs Leeson, Madam can bring if you are
and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely
laptop even phone. This The Memoirs of Mrs Leeson, Madam having fine arrangement in word and layout,
so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Felicia Sharpton:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
several books in the top collection in your reading list is usually The Memoirs of Mrs Leeson, Madam. This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking
up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Darren Perez:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but novel and The Memoirs of Mrs Leeson, Madam as well as others sources
were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and
more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include
their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Memoirs of Mrs
Leeson, Madam to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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