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*Includes pictures *Includes contemporary descriptions of Petra *Includes online resources and a
bibliography for further reading *Includes a table of contents “Petra, O Leeds, is the most wonderful place in
the world, not for the sake of its ruins, which are quite a secondary affair, but for the colour of its rocks, all
red and black and gray with streaks of green and blue, in little wriggly lines…and for the shape of its cliffs
and crags and pinnacles, and for the wonderful gorge it has, always running deep in spring-water, full of
oleanders, and ivy and ferns, and only just wide enough for a camel at a time, and a couple of miles long. But
I have read hosts of the most beautifully written accounts of it, and they give one no idea of it at all…so you
will never know what Petra is like, unless you come out here… Only be assured that till you have seen it you
have not had the glimmering of an idea how beautiful a place can be." - A letter from T.E. Lawrence
(“Lawrence of Arabia”) to his childhood friend E.T. Leeds in February, 1914. When the European armies of
the Third Crusade were defeated at the Battle of Hattin in 1187 CE, the region of what is today southern
Jordan was overrun by Saladin’s armies, and over the following five centuries knowledge of Petra’s
existence was lost to the people of Europe. The ancient city and center of civilization hidden in the desert
became a myth, drawn largely upon Biblical accounts of the people and places in the Holy Land. However,
during the Enlightenment of the early 18th century, interesting new theories emerged, and there grew a
desire to rediscover the rose-red city. It was within this context that the Swiss-born explorer and orientalist
Johann Ludwig Burckhardt became the known as the first European to “discover” Petra. Disguised as an
Arab, he convinced a local guide to navigate him through the innumerable dangers of the Wadi Araba desert
in pursuit of the rumored tomb of Aaron and a timeless city hidden in the hills. On Saturday, August 22nd,
1812, he ascended the high hills of southern Jordan and was led down a deep ravine, which twisted and
turned through until a splendid sight was revealed before him: a secret valley filled with ruins and the dark
holes of rock-cut tombs. Although his disguise had brought him that far, it also prevented him from being
able to fully study the ruins or make copies of what he saw there. After spending only a day exploring the
valley, his guide had grown suspicious, so he was forced to move on across the Sinai Peninsula, eventually
arriving at Cairo on September 4th. This expedition marked the beginnings of everything that is known about
this ancient and mysterious site. Further expeditions and archaeological investigations over the following
two centuries have considerably broadened knowledge about Petra’s past, and the ruined Rose City is now an
archaeological landscape that has been made famous as a UNESCO World Heritage site, a “new” wonder of
the world, and as the repository of the Holy Grail in Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade. Yet, despite its
fame, many people do not know about the religious beliefs, artistic creativity, technological innovation,
commerce, and politics of the numerous peoples that resided there. Petra: The History of the Rose City, One
of the New Seven Wonders of the World looks at the history of Petra from prehistoric times to the end of the
Crusades, as well as the city’s “rediscovery” in the 19th century and how it has entered the world’s
imagination since then. Along with pictures depicting important people, places, and events, you will learn
about Petra like never before.
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From reader reviews:

James Collis:

With other case, little folks like to read book Petra: The History of the Rose City, One of the New Seven
Wonders of the World. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know
about how is important any book Petra: The History of the Rose City, One of the New Seven Wonders of the
World. You can add information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
since from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's read.

Crystal Sanchez:

This Petra: The History of the Rose City, One of the New Seven Wonders of the World book is absolutely
not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this
book will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper
anyone read a lot of information you will get. That Petra: The History of the Rose City, One of the New
Seven Wonders of the World without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't become worry Petra: The History of the Rose City, One of the New Seven
Wonders of the World can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be
full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Petra: The History of the Rose
City, One of the New Seven Wonders of the World having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you
will not sense uninterested in reading.

Michael Walsh:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Petra: The History of the Rose City, One of the
New Seven Wonders of the World is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Wade Diaz:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Petra: The History of the Rose
City, One of the New Seven Wonders of the World that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to
know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit



only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all
you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick Petra: The History of the Rose City, One
of the New Seven Wonders of the World become your own personal starter.
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