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"The history of the sword is the history of humanity." With these words, British author, Victorian scholar,
and world traveler Richard Burton begins his eloquent and exceptionally erudite history of the "Queen of
Weapons."
Spanning the centuries and a wide range of cultures, Burton's rich and elegant prose illuminates the sword as
both armament and potent symbol. For nearly all peoples of the world, the sword embodied the spirit of
chivalry, symbolized justice and martyrdom and represented courage and freedom. In battle, it served
universally as a deadly offensive weapon.
Drawing on a wealth of literary, archaeological, anthropological, linguistic, and other sources, the author
traces the sword's origins, from its birth as a charred and sharpened stick, through its diverse stages of
development, to its full growth in the early Roman Empire. Recounting man's long association with this
weapon, the author describes in brilliant detail:
The ages of wood, bone and born
The appearance of stone swords and exotic weapons such as the boomerang
The ages of copper and alloys such as bronze and brass — used in producing the long, narrow blades of
rapiers
The Iron Age during which the Viking sword of carbonized iron took shape — a weapon whose form would
set the standard for the next thousand years.
Enhanced by nearly 300 excellent line drawings, the text provides an incredible wealth of detailed data about
the sword and its variations: sabre, broadsword, cutlass, scimitar, rapier, foil, and a host of other arms,
including dirks, daggers, throwing knives, flails, and much more.
Military and social historians, scholars and students of weaponry, as well as armchair adventurers will find
this volume a fascinating, abundantly illustrated and highly readable account of this potent symbol of power.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Bencomo:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this The Book of the
Sword: With 293 Illustrations (Dover Military History, Weapons, Armor).

George Walker:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day long
to reading a book. The book The Book of the Sword: With 293 Illustrations (Dover Military History,
Weapons, Armor) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund
but this book provides high quality.

Pearl Norris:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Book of the Sword: With 293
Illustrations (Dover Military History, Weapons, Armor) reserve written by well-known writer who knows
well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you
still doubt The Book of the Sword: With 293 Illustrations (Dover Military History, Weapons, Armor) as
good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by
its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Anita Cannon:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of book The
Book of the Sword: With 293 Illustrations (Dover Military History, Weapons, Armor). Contain your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person



happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to
other place.
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