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Birds sing and call, sometimes in complex and beautiful arrangements of notes, sometimes in one-line
repetitions that resemble a ringtone more than a symphony. Listening, we are stirred, transported, and even
envious of birds' ability to produce what Shelley called "profuse strains of unpremeditated art." And for
hundreds of years, we have tried to write down what we hear when birds sing. Poets have put birdsong in
verse (Thomas Nashe: "Cuckoo, jug-jug, pu-we, to-witta-woo") and ornithologists have transcribed bird
sounds more methodically. Drawing on this history of bird writing, in Aaaaw to Zzzzzd John Bevis offers a
lexicon of the words of birds. For tourists in Birdland, there could be no more charming phrasebook.
Consulting it, we find seven distinct variations of "hoo" attributed to seven different species of owls, from a
simple hoo to the more ambitious hoo hoo hoo-hoo, ho hoo hoo-hoo; the understated cheet of the tree
swallow; the resonant kreeaaaaaaaaaaar of the Swainson's hawk; the modest peep peep peep of the meadow
pipit. We learn that some people hear the Baltimore oriole saying "here, here, come right here, dear" and the
yellowhammer saying "a little bit of bread and no cheese." Bevis, a poet, frames his lexicons -- one for North
America and one for Britain and northern Europe -- with an evocative appreciation of birds, birdsong, and
human attempts to capture the words of birds in music and poetry. He also offers an engaging account of
other methods of documenting birdsong -- field recording, graphic notation, and mechanical devices
including duck calls and the serinette, an instrument used to teach song tunes to songbirds. The singing of
birds is nature at its most sublime, and words are our medium for expressing this sublimity. Aaaaw to Zzzzzd
belongs in the bird lover's backpack and on the word lover's bedside table, an unexpected and sui generis
pleasure.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Wilson:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has several
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't want do that.
You must know how great and also important the book Aaaaw to Zzzzzd: The Words of Birds: North
America, Britain, and Northern Europe (MIT Press). All type of book can you see on many methods. You
can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Jaime Worm:

The book untitled Aaaaw to Zzzzzd: The Words of Birds: North America, Britain, and Northern Europe
(MIT Press) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The
language is very simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea.
The book was compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. You
can read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also order
it. Have a nice examine.

Alice Walker:

This Aaaaw to Zzzzzd: The Words of Birds: North America, Britain, and Northern Europe (MIT Press) is
new way for you who has interest to look for some information because it relief your hunger of information.
Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of
digest in reading this Aaaaw to Zzzzzd: The Words of Birds: North America, Britain, and Northern Europe
(MIT Press) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside that book is easy to get
simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in
the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the
answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book style for your better life along
with knowledge.

Katrina Hering:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top listing in your reading list is usually Aaaaw to Zzzzzd: The Words of Birds: North America, Britain,
and Northern Europe (MIT Press). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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