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In her compendious study, [of the folktale of the runaway wife] Leavy argues that the contradictory claims of
nature and culture are embodied in the legendary figure of the swan maiden, a woman torn between the
human and bestial worlds.
--The New York Times Book Review

This is a study of the meaning of gender as framed by the swan maiden tale, a story found in the folklore of
virtually every culture. The swan maiden is a supernatural woman forced to marry, keep house, and bear
children for a mortal man who holds the key to her imprisonment. When she manages to regain this key, she
escapes to the otherworld, never to return.

These tales have most often been interpreted as depicting exogamous marriages, describing the girl from
another tribe trapped in a world where she will always be the outsider. Barbara Fass Leavy believes that, in
the societies in which the tale and its variants endured, woman was the other--the outsider trapped in a
society that could never be her own. Leavy shows how the tale, though rarely explicitly recognized, is
frequently replayed in modern literature.

Beautifully written, this book reveals the myriad ways in which the folktales of a society reflect its cultural
values, and particularly how folktales are allegories of gender relations. It will interest anyone involved in
literary, gender, and cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Carlo Young:

This In Search of the Swan Maiden: A Narrative on Folklore and Gender tend to be reliable for you who
want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this In Search of the Swan Maiden: A Narrative
on Folklore and Gender can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed a person with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed
ones. Beside that this In Search of the Swan Maiden: A Narrative on Folklore and Gender forcing you to
have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we
know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Barbara Shephard:

The e-book with title In Search of the Swan Maiden: A Narrative on Folklore and Gender posesses a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book
will bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read
the item anywhere you want.

James Mendoza:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer could be In Search of the Swan Maiden: A Narrative on Folklore and Gender
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Lee Henry:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this In Search of the Swan Maiden: A Narrative on
Folklore and Gender.
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