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The First Battle is a graphic account of the first major clash of the Vietnam War. On August 18, 1965,
regiment fought regiment on the Van Tuong Peninsula near the new Marine base at Chu Lai. On the
American side were three battalions of Marines under the command of Colonel Oscar Peatross, a hero of two
previous wars. His opponent was the 1st Viet Cong Regiment commanded by Nguyen Dinh Trong, a veteran
of many fights against the French and the South Vietnamese. Codenamed Operation Starlite, this action was
a resounding success for the Marines and its result was cause for great optimism about America’s future in
Vietnam.
 
Those expecting a book about Americans in battle will not be disappointed by the detailed descriptions of
how the fight unfolded. Marine participants from private to colonel were interviewed during the book’s
research phase. The battle is seen from the mud level by those who were at the point of the spear. But this is
not just another war story told exclusively from the American side. In researching the book, the author talked
with and walked the battlefield with men who fought with the 1st Viet Cong Regiment. All were
accomplished combat veterans years before the U.S. entry into the war.
 
The reader is planted squarely in America in 1965, the year that truly began the long American involvement.
Operation Starlite sent the Vietnam War into the headlines across the nation and into the minds of
Americans, where it took up residence for more than a decade. Starlite was the first step in Vietnam’s
becoming America’s tar baby.
 
The subtitle of the book is: Operation Starlite and the Beginning of the Blood Debt in Vietnam. Blood debt,
han tu in Vietnamese, can mean revenge, debt of honor, or blood owed for blood spilled. The Blood Debt
came into Vietnamese usage early in the war with the United States. With this battle, the Johnson
Administration began compiling its own blood debt, this one to the American people.
 
The book also looks at the ongoing conflict between the US Army and the US Marines about the
methodology of the Vietnam War. With decades of experience with insurrection and rebellion, the Marines
were institutionally oriented to base the struggle on pacification of the population. The Army, on the other
hand, having largely trained to meet the Soviet Army on the plains of Germany, opted for search-and-destroy
missions against Communist main force units. The history of the Vietnam War is littered with many “what
if’s.” This may be the biggest of them.
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From reader reviews:

George Foulds:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide The First Battle: Operation Starlite and
the Beginning of the Blood Debt in Vietnam will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of
book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find
best book or suitable book with you?

Edris Sibert:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
The First Battle: Operation Starlite and the Beginning of the Blood Debt in Vietnam the mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get previous to. The The First Battle: Operation Starlite and the
Beginning of the Blood Debt in Vietnam giving you a different experience more than blown away your head
but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Alma Rasmussen:

The First Battle: Operation Starlite and the Beginning of the Blood Debt in Vietnam can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in
writing The First Battle: Operation Starlite and the Beginning of the Blood Debt in Vietnam nevertheless
doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe
you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Paul Simpson:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of book
The First Battle: Operation Starlite and the Beginning of the Blood Debt in Vietnam. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to
other place.
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