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For the first time in English, a catalog of the world through fourteenth-century Arab eyes—a kind of
Schott’s Miscellany for the Islamic Golden Age
 
An astonishing record of the knowledge of a civilization, The Ultimate Ambition in the Arts of Erudition
catalogs everything known to exist from the perspective of a fourteenth-century Egyptian scholar and
litterateur. More than 9,000 pages and thirty volumes—here abridged to one volume, and translated into
English for the first time—it contains entries on everything from medieval moon-worshipping cults, sexual
aphrodisiacs, and the substance of clouds, to how to get the smell of alcohol off one’s breath, the
deliciousness of cheese made from buffalo milk, and the nesting habits of flamingos.
 
Similar works by Western authors, including Pliny’s Natural History, have been available in English for
centuries. This groundbreaking translation of a remarkable Arabic text—expertly abridged and
annotated—offers a look at the world through the highly literary and impressively knowledgeable societies
of the classical Islamic world. Meticulously arranged and delightfully eclectic, it is a compendium to be
treasured—a true monument of erudition.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Sybil Moore:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Ultimate Ambition in the
Arts of Erudition: A Compendium of Knowledge from the Classical Islamic World. All type of book is it
possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Jetta Butler:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Ultimate Ambition in the Arts of
Erudition: A Compendium of Knowledge from the Classical Islamic World publication written by well-
known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who have read the
book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own
hunger then you still skepticism The Ultimate Ambition in the Arts of Erudition: A Compendium of
Knowledge from the Classical Islamic World as good book not just by the cover but also from the content.
This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth
sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.

Lucy Fletcher:

The book untitled The Ultimate Ambition in the Arts of Erudition: A Compendium of Knowledge from the
Classical Islamic World contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy approach.
The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The
book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works. You can
easily read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-
site and order it. Have a nice learn.

Katherine Shadrick:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real
their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this The Ultimate Ambition in the Arts of Erudition: A Compendium of Knowledge from the



Classical Islamic World can make you sense more interested to read.
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