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Traces the connection between slavery and the way in which black women fiction writers depict female
characters and address gender issues, particularly maternity.

Using writers such as Harriet Wilson, Frances E. W. Harper, Pauline Hopkins, Toni Morrison, Sherley Anne
Williams, and Gayl Jones, the author highlights recurring themes and the various responses of black women
writers to the issues of race and gender. Time and again these writers link slavery with motherhood—their
depictions of black womanhood are tied to the effects of slavery and represented through the black mother.
Patton shows that both the image others have of black women as well as black women’s own self image is
framed and influenced by the history of slavery. This history would have us believe that female slaves were
mere breeders and not mothers. However, Patton uses the mother figure as a tool to create an intriguing
interdisciplinary literary analysis.

“Women in Chains establishes the liberational context of black women’s fiction through close and careful
readings of archetypal text and through the application of sophisticated literary analysis grounded in the
living legacy of our own ‘talking books.’ In this book, Patton walks a weary mile in the shoes of her chosen
foremothers and finds her own place in the tradition.” — Joanne M. Braxton, The College of William and
Mary

Venetria K. Patton is Assistant Professor of English and African American Studies at the University of
Nebraska, Lincoln.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Castaneda:

This Women in Chains: The Legacy of Slavery in Black Women's Fiction (SUNY series in African
American Studies) tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of
this Women in Chains: The Legacy of Slavery in Black Women's Fiction (SUNY series in African American
Studies) can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is
actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed
people. Beside that this Women in Chains: The Legacy of Slavery in Black Women's Fiction (SUNY series
in African American Studies) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving
you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Derek Morton:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is Women in Chains: The Legacy of Slavery in Black Women's Fiction (SUNY series in African
American Studies).

Mark Gibson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer might be Women in Chains: The Legacy of Slavery in Black Women's Fiction
(SUNY series in African American Studies) why because the great cover that make you consider regarding
the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Barbara Erickson:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Women in Chains: The Legacy of Slavery in
Black Women's Fiction (SUNY series in African American Studies) can give you a lot of friends because by
you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting
person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information



that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great men and
women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Women in Chains: The Legacy of Slavery in Black Women's Fiction
(SUNY series in African American Studies).
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