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In August 2003, North Carolina became the first U.S. state to offer restitution to victims of state-ordered
sterilizations carried out by its eugenics program between 1929 and 1975. The decision was prompted
largely by a series of articles in the Winston-Salem Journal. These stories were inspired in part by the
research of Johanna Schoen, who was granted unique access to summaries of 7,500 case histories and the
papers of the North Carolina Eugenics Board.

In this book, Schoen situates the state's reproductive politics in a national and global context. Widening her
focus to include birth control, sterilization, and abortion policies across the nation, she demonstrates how
each method for limiting unwanted pregnancies had the potential both to expand and to limit women's
reproductive choices. Such programs overwhelmingly targeted poor and nonwhite populations, yet they also
extended a measure of reproductive control to poor women that was previously out of reach.

On an international level, the United States has influenced reproductive health policies by, for example, tying
foreign aid to the recipients' compliance with U.S. notions about family planning. The availability of U.S.-
funded family planning aid has proved to be a double-edged sword, offering unprecedented opportunities to
poor women while subjecting foreign patients to medical experimentation that would be considered
unacceptable at home.

Drawing on the voices of health and science professionals, civic benefactors, and American women
themselves, Schoen's study allows deeper understandings of the modern welfare state and the lives of
women.
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From reader reviews:

Lavonne Ouellette:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important for people. The book Choice and Coercion: Birth Control, Sterilization, and
Abortion in Public Health and Welfare (Gender and American Culture) ended up being making you to know
about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for
you. The publication Choice and Coercion: Birth Control, Sterilization, and Abortion in Public Health and
Welfare (Gender and American Culture) is not only giving you far more new information but also for being
your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship together with the book Choice and Coercion: Birth Control, Sterilization, and Abortion in Public
Health and Welfare (Gender and American Culture). You never feel lose out for everything when you read
some books.

Rene Pina:

The reserve untitled Choice and Coercion: Birth Control, Sterilization, and Abortion in Public Health and
Welfare (Gender and American Culture) is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the
quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language that writer use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the
book, so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the
e-book of Choice and Coercion: Birth Control, Sterilization, and Abortion in Public Health and Welfare
(Gender and American Culture) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Monika Cunniff:

Why? Because this Choice and Coercion: Birth Control, Sterilization, and Abortion in Public Health and
Welfare (Gender and American Culture) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to
snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was
fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way makes the content within easier to understand,
entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this
any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book
have got such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate
having that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Betty Dansby:

The book untitled Choice and Coercion: Birth Control, Sterilization, and Abortion in Public Health and
Welfare (Gender and American Culture) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your ex
idea with easy method. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you
can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of



literary works. You can actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or
device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.
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