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A riveting volume that paints politics and politicians in their true colours!

A candid, hard-hitting and incisive work that throws light on crucial events in post-independence India –
focusing on Punjab, Haryana and the Emergency – that had serious repercussions for the nation . . .

As a seasoned journalist, B. K. Chum, who was a witness to history-in-the-making for more than six
decades, has gone ‘behind closed doors’ to unearth secrets that politicians prefer to keep hidden.

Beginning with Punjab in the early 1950s, when the Akalis demanded a separate Punjabi-speaking state,
Chum recounts how the resultant turmoil led to the state being split on the basis of language. He moves on to
describe the terrorism years, which had disastrous consequences for the nation. In the process, he reveals
how an unholy nexus between the Congress leader Giani Zail Singh and the Sikh preacher-turned-extremist
Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale, to counter the Akalis, led to indiscriminate killings and widespread bloodshed
and also to the marginalization of the moderate Akalis such as Sant Harchand Singh Longowal, Parkash
Singh Badal and Surjit Singh Barnala. Chum details how the extremists took control of the Golden Temple at
Amritsar, necessitating Operation Bluestar, which resulted in the subsequent assassination of Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi. He details the efforts made to root out terrorism and how it was eventually wiped out after
Beant Singh, who took over as Punjab chief minister in February 1992, appointed K. P. S. Gill to tackle the
menace.

Coming to the sleazy politics of Haryana that gave the country’s political lexicon the term ‘Aya Ram Gaya
Ram’, Chum traces the vicissitudes of this state in the political sphere right from its coming into existence in
November 1966. He also provides fascinating sketches of some of the shrewdest politicians of the state such
as Bansi Lal, Devi Lal, Bhajan Lal, Om Prakash Chautala and Bhupinder Singh Hooda.

The author gives a round-up of the various developments in Punjab and Haryana in the 1990s and in the new
millennium, which include, apart from the positive aspects, shady land deals, money-related scams, sex
scandals and the pivotal role played by dynastic politics.

The author’s behind-the-scenes revelations of the murky goings-on during the Emergency make for
enthralling reading. He discloses how the main perpetrators of the Emergency – led by Sanjay Gandhi – were
planning to take over the country and run it according to their whims and fancies.
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From reader reviews:

Charlotte Hawley:

The event that you get from Behind Closed Doors: Politics of Punjab, Haryana and the Emergency is the
more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Behind Closed Doors: Politics of Punjab,
Haryana and the Emergency giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-
known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having that Behind Closed Doors: Politics of Punjab, Haryana and the Emergency instantly.

Henrietta Roderick:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and Behind Closed Doors: Politics of Punjab, Haryana and the
Emergency or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a book,
you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially.
Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other
book likes Behind Closed Doors: Politics of Punjab, Haryana and the Emergency to make your spare time a
lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Chris Boos:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you
know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by
book. Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Behind
Closed Doors: Politics of Punjab, Haryana and the Emergency.

Norman Duque:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Behind Closed Doors: Politics of Punjab,
Haryana and the Emergency to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading talent is developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see
it and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to
like to open a book and read it. Beside that the book Behind Closed Doors: Politics of Punjab, Haryana and



the Emergency can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of the time.
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