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In The First Star, acclaimed sports writer Lars Anderson recounts the thrilling story of Harold "Red"
Grange, the Galloping Ghost of the gridiron, and the wild barnstorming tour that earned professional football
a place in the American sporting firmament.

Red Grange's on-field exploits at the University of Illinois, so vividly depicted in print by the likes of
Grantland Rice and Damon Runyan, had already earned him a stature equal to that of Babe Ruth, Jack
Dempsey, and other titans of American sports' golden age. Then, in November 1925, Grange made the
fateful decision to parlay his fame in pro ball, at the time regarded as inferior to the "purer" college game.

Grange signed on with the dapper theater impresario and promoter C. C. Pyle, who had courted him with the
promise of instant wealth and fame. Teaming with George Halas, the hard-nosed entrepreneurial boss of the
cash-strapped Chicago Bears NFL franchise, Pyle and Grange crafted an audacious plan: a series of
seventeen matches against pro teams and college "all-star" squads–an entire season's worth of games
crammed into six punishing weeks that would forever change sports in America.

With an unerring eye, Anderson evocatively captures the full scope of this frenetic Jazz Age spectacle. Night
after night, the Bears squared off against a galaxy of legends–Jim Thorpe, George "Wildcat" Wilson, the
"Four Horsemen of Notre Dame": Stuhldreher, Crowley, Miller, and Layden–while entertaining immense
crowds. Grange's name alone could cause makeshift stadiums to rise overnight, as occurred in Coral Gables,
Florida, for a Bears game against a squad of college stars. Facing constant physical punishment and nonstop
attention from autograph hounds, gamblers, showgirls, and headhunting defensive backs, Grange
nevertheless thrilled audiences with epic scoring runs and late-game heroics.

Grange's tour alone did not account for the rise of the NFL, but in bringing star power to fans nationwide,
Grange set the pro game on a course for dominance. A real-life story chock-full of timeless athletic feats and
overnight fortunes, of speakeasies and public spectacles, The First Star is both an engrossing sports yarn
and a meticulous cultural narrative of America in the age of Gatsby.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Sybil Davis:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't would like
do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The First Star: Red Grange and the
Barnstorming Tour That Launched the NFL. All type of book could you see on many resources. You can
look for the internet methods or other social media.

Douglas Barlow:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that
question since just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of The First Star: Red Grange
and the Barnstorming Tour That Launched the NFL to read.

Donna Sedillo:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this The First Star: Red Grange and the Barnstorming Tour That Launched the NFL, you could tells your
family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
reserve.

Jeffrey Chambers:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The The First Star: Red Grange and the Barnstorming Tour That Launched the NFL offer you a new
experience in studying a book.
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