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A Ball, a Dog, and a Monkey tells the remarkable story of America's first efforts to succeed in space, a time
of exploding rockets, national space mania, Florida boomtowns, and interservice rivalries so fierce that
President Dwight Eisenhower had to referee them.

When the Soviet Union launched the first orbital satellite, Sputnik I, Americans panicked. The Soviets had
nuclear weapons, the Cold War was underway, and now the USSR had taken the lead in the space race.
Members of Congress and the press called for an all-out effort to launch a satellite into orbit. With dire
warnings about national security in the news almost every day, the armed services saw space as the new
military frontier. But President Eisenhower insisted that the space effort, which relied on military
technology, be supervised by civilians so that the space race would be peaceful. The Navy's Vanguard
program flopped, and the Army, led by ex-Nazi rocket scientist Wernher von Braun and a martinet general
named J. Bruce Medaris (whom Eisenhower disliked), took over. Meanwhile, the Soviets put a dog inside
the next Sputnik, and Americans grew more worried as the first animal in space whirled around the Earth.

Throughout 1958 America went space crazy. UFO sightings spiked. Boys from Brooklyn to Burbank shot
model rockets into the air. Space-themed beauty pageants became a national phenomenon. The news media
flocked to the launchpads on the swampy Florida coast, and reporters reinvented themselves as space
correspondents. And finally the Army's rocket program succeeded. Determined not to be outdone by the
Russians, America's space scientists launched the first primate into space, a small monkey they nicknamed
Old Reliable for his calm demeanor. And then at Christmastime, Eisenhower authorized the launch of a
secret satellite with a surprise aboard.

A Ball, a Dog, and a Monkey memorably recalls the infancy of the space race, a time when new technologies
brought ominous danger but also gave us the ability to realize our dreams and reach for the stars.
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From reader reviews:

Gary McKinney:

The book A Ball, a Dog, and a Monkey: 1957 - The Space Race Begins will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new
book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book A Ball, a Dog, and a Monkey: 1957 - The Space
Race Begins is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web
site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Patrick Reyes:

A Ball, a Dog, and a Monkey: 1957 - The Space Race Begins can be one of your nice books that are good
idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing A Ball, a Dog, and a
Monkey: 1957 - The Space Race Begins although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information could
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Janice Smith:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be A Ball, a Dog, and a Monkey: 1957 - The Space Race
Begins why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly guide you to pick up this book.

John Yang:

This A Ball, a Dog, and a Monkey: 1957 - The Space Race Begins is brand-new way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper
you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this
A Ball, a Dog, and a Monkey: 1957 - The Space Race Begins can be the light food for you because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books build itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve form
make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-
book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.
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