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Refinery explosions. Accounting scandals. Bank meltdowns. All of these catastrophes—and many
more—might rightfully be blamed on corporations. In response, advocates have suggested reforms ranging
from increased government regulation to corporate codes of conduct to stop corporate abuses. Joshua Barkan
writes that these reactions, which view law as alimit on corporations, misunderstand the role of law in
fostering corporate power.

In Corporate Sovereignty, Barkan argues that corporate power should be rethought as a mode of political
sovereignty. Rather than treating the economic power of corporations as athreat to the political sovereignty
of states, Barkan shows that the two are ontologically linked. Situating analysis of U.S., British, and
international corporate law alongside careful readingsin political and social theory, he demonstrates that the
Anglo-American corporation and modern political sovereignty are founded in and bound together through a
principle of legally sanctioned immunity from law. The problems that corporate-led globalization present for
governments result not from regulatory failures as much as from corporate immunity that is being exported
across the globe.

For Barkan, there is a paradox in that corporations, which are legal creations, are given such power that they
undermine the sovereignty of states. He notes that while the relationship between states and corporations
may appear adversaria, itisin fact akind of doubling in which state sovereignty and corporate power are
both conjoined and in conflict. Our refusal to grapple with the peculiar nature of this doubling means that
some of our best efforts to control corporations unwittingly reinvest the sovereign powers they oppose.
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From reader reviews:
Michael Counts:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Corporate Sovereignty: Law and Government under
Capitalism. Y ou can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Aslong as we know about how
isimportant a new book Corporate Sovereignty: Law and Government under Capitalism. Y ou can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simpleissue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open abook or perhaps
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou heed to use it when you feel bored tiff to go to the
library. Let's read.

Tina Wilson:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Corporate
Sovereignty: Law and Government under Capitalism suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-
known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Corporate Sovereignty: Law and Government under
Capitalismisasingle of several books this everyone read now. That book was inspired a number of peoplein
the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this
guide. This book will give you alot of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented
of the world in this book.

Dennis Utley:

The particular book Corporate Sovereignty: Law and Government under Capitalism has alot associated with
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of profit. The book was written by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read
you can find the point easily after reading this book.

Kathy Davis:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Corporate Sovereignty: Law and Government under
Capitalism was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Corporate
Sovereignty: Law and Government under Capitalism has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young
adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on
there. So, not at al of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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