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Politicians are reviled. From jokes on late-night TV talk shows to radio show rants and from public opinion
polls to ubiquitous conventional wisdom—politicians are among the most despised professional class in
modern society. Drawing on seminal work in political science, Stephen K. Medvic convincingly argues to
the masses that this blanket condemnation of politicians is both unfair and unwarranted. While some
individual politicians certainly deserve scorn for misjudgments, moral failings, or even criminal acts, the
assumption that all of them should be cast in a similar light is unjustified. More importantly, that deeply
cynical assumption is dangerous to the legitimacy of a democratic system of government. Politicians, as a
class, deserve respect, not out of blind obedience to authority but because democratic deliberation requires it.

Medvic explains how cognitive biases in the way people reason often lead us to draw unjustified conclusions
of politicians in general based on the malfeasance of some. Scandals involving politicians are likely to be
remembered and to serve as "evidence" of the belief that "they all do it." Most politicians, in fact, care deeply
about their cities, states, and nation. But they face a trap of unrealistic and contradictory expectations from
the public about how politicians should behave. Medvic, in turn, demonstrates the necessity of ambition, the
utility of politics for resolving conflicts peacefully, and the value of ideology in framing political choices. In
the end, citizens must learn to tolerate the inherent messiness of politics as the only viable alternative to
violent conflict. In the process, we must embrace our role in the political system as well.
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From reader reviews:

Bertha Buentello:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled In Defense of Politicians: The Expectations Trap and Its
Threat to Democracy (Controversies in Electoral Democracy and Representation). Try to the actual book In
Defense of Politicians: The Expectations Trap and Its Threat to Democracy (Controversies in Electoral
Democracy and Representation) as your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone
and beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book
makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience
in addition to knowledge with this book.

Elizabeth Blake:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book In Defense of Politicians: The Expectations Trap and Its
Threat to Democracy (Controversies in Electoral Democracy and Representation). You can choose the best
book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of book In Defense of
Politicians: The Expectations Trap and Its Threat to Democracy (Controversies in Electoral Democracy and
Representation). You can add information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely
right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or
abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we can open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Deanna Reed:

The book In Defense of Politicians: The Expectations Trap and Its Threat to Democracy (Controversies in
Electoral Democracy and Representation) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book In Defense of Politicians:
The Expectations Trap and Its Threat to Democracy (Controversies in Electoral Democracy and
Representation)? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that
you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book In Defense of Politicians:
The Expectations Trap and Its Threat to Democracy (Controversies in Electoral Democracy and
Representation) has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Gregory Polster:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be sure



that book is very important normally. The book In Defense of Politicians: The Expectations Trap and Its
Threat to Democracy (Controversies in Electoral Democracy and Representation) was making you to know
about other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The
publication In Defense of Politicians: The Expectations Trap and Its Threat to Democracy (Controversies in
Electoral Democracy and Representation) is not only giving you more new information but also to be your
friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to
make relationship while using book In Defense of Politicians: The Expectations Trap and Its Threat to
Democracy (Controversies in Electoral Democracy and Representation). You never feel lose out for
everything in case you read some books.
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