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Leonardo’s early life was spent in Florence, his maturity in Milan, and the last three years of his life in
France. Leonardo’s teacher was Verrocchio. First he was a goldsmith, then a painter and sculptor: as a
painter, representative of the very scientific school of draughtsmanship; more famous as a sculptor, being the
creator of the Colleoni statue at Venice, Leonardo was a man of striking physical attractiveness, great charm
of manner and conversation, and mental accomplishment. He was well grounded in the sciences and
mathematics of the day, as well as a gifted musician. His skill in draughtsmanship was extraordinary; shown
by his numerous drawings as well as by his comparatively few paintings. His skill of hand is at the service of
most minute observation and analytical research into the character and structure of form. Leonardo is the first
in date of the great men who had the desire to create in a picture a kind of mystic unity brought about by the
fusion of matter and spirit. Now that the Primitives had concluded their experiments, ceaselessly pursued
during two centuries, by the conquest of the methods of painting, he was able to pronounce the words which
served as a password to all later artists worthy of the name: painting is a spiritual thing, cosa mentale. He
completed Florentine draughtsmanship in applying to modelling by light and shade, a sharp subtlety which
his predecessors had used only to give greater precision to their contours. This marvellous draughtsmanship,
this modelling and chiaroscuro he used not solely to paint the exterior appearance of the body but, as no one
before him had done, to cast over it a reflection of the mystery of the inner life. In the Mona Lisa and his
other masterpieces he even used landscape not merely as a more or less picturesque decoration, but as a sort
of echo of that interior life and an element of a perfect harmony. Relying on the still quite novel laws of
perspective this doctor of scholastic wisdom, who was at the same time an initiator of modern thought,
substituted for the discursive manner of the Primitives the principle of concentration which is the basis of
classical art. The picture is no longer presented to us as an almost fortuitous aggregate of details and
episodes. It is an organism in which all the elements, lines and colours, shadows and lights, compose a subtle
tracery converging on a spiritual, a sensuous centre. It was not with the external significance of objects, but
with their inward and spiritual significance, that Leonardo was occupied.
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From reader reviews:

William Harris:

The book Leonard da Vinci can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why
must we leave the best thing like a book Leonard da Vinci? Some of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you
may share all of these. Book Leonard da Vinci has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Leon King:

Precisely why? Because this Leonard da Vinci is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for
you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was
fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside of easier to understand,
entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this
any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have
such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having
that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Richard McCormick:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Leonard da Vinci, you can
enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh
can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Rex Vogler:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Leonard da Vinci
which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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