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“Uncommonly good . . . makes a compelling case that . . . intellectual curiosity not only changed Europe, but
launched modernity.” —Cleveland Plain Dealer

When Columbus first returned to Spain from the Caribbean, he dazzled King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella
with exotic parrots, tropical flowers, and bits of gold. Inspired by the promise of riches, countless seafarers
poured out of the Iberian Peninsula and wider Europe in search of spices, treasure, and land. Many returned
with strange tales of the New World.

Curiosity began to percolate through Europe as the New World’s people, animals, and plants ruptured prior
assumptions about the biblical description of creation. The Church, long fearful of challenges to its authority,
could no longer suppress the mantra “Dare to know!”

Noblemen began collecting cabinets of curiosities; soon others went from collecting to examining natural
objects with fresh eyes. Observation led to experiments; competing conclusions triggered debates. The
foundations for the natural sciences were laid as questions became more multifaceted and answers became
more complex. Carl Linneaus developed a classification system and sent students around the globe looking
for specimens. Museums, botanical gardens, and philosophical societies turned their attention to nature.
National governments undertook explorations of the Pacific.

Eminent historian Joyce Appleby vividly recounts the explorers’ triumphs and mishaps, including
Magellan’s violent death in the Philippines; the miserable trek of the “new Argonauts” across the Andes on
their mission to determine the true shape of the earth; and how two brilliant scientists, Alexander Humboldt
and Charles Darwin, traveled to the Americas for evidence to confirm their hypotheses about the earth and
its inhabitants. Drawing on detailed eyewitness accounts, Appleby also tells of the turmoil created in the all
societies touched by the explorations.

This sweeping, global story imbues the Age of Discovery with fresh meaning, elegantly charting its
stimulation of the natural sciences, which ultimately propelled Western Europe toward modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Hackler:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Shores of Knowledge:
New World Discoveries and the Scientific Imagination? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do
you agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Cameron Rodriquez:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important normally. The book Shores of Knowledge: New World Discoveries and the
Scientific Imagination was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication Shores of Knowledge: New World Discoveries
and the Scientific Imagination is not only giving you much more new information but also to become your
friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to
make relationship with all the book Shores of Knowledge: New World Discoveries and the Scientific
Imagination. You never experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

Maryann Carson:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is
definitely Shores of Knowledge: New World Discoveries and the Scientific Imagination.

Willis Newby:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Shores of Knowledge: New
World Discoveries and the Scientific Imagination that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for
the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want
to start examining as your good habit, you can pick Shores of Knowledge: New World Discoveries and the
Scientific Imagination become your personal starter.
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