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In a work of vigorous reporting, careful analysis, deep compassion and unerring integrity, award-
winning journalist and documentarian John Chipman investigates the lives left ruined in the wake of
Dr. Charles Smith's ignominious career.

In the mid-'90s, the Ontario Coroner's office decided that death investigation teams needed to "think dirty."
They wanted coroners, pathologists and police to be more suspicious--to "assume that all deaths are
homicides until satisfied that they are not." They were particularly concerned about pediatric deaths, which
historically had been exceedingly difficult to investigate. There were usually no witnesses; no evidence to
gather at the scene; no outward signs of trauma on the body. If the pathologist did not discover the truth of
what had happened, child abuse could go uncovered.
     Among those charged to "think dirty" was Dr. Charles Smith, Ontario's top pediatric forensic pathologist
at the time. But with virtually no training in forensics, Dr. Smith was ill prepared for his work. Instead of
basing his judgments on forensic evidence found during autopsies, he allowed himself to be swayed by
circumstantial evidence. The defendants were often single mothers--some on welfare, some struggling with
substance abuse. And they made for easy targets. Dr. Smith made dangerous assumptions, and the results
were catastrophic. Numerous individuals were pronounced guilty, and incarcerated, on his shaky evidence.
     This penetrating investigative work explores the wide ripples of destruction caused when the justice
system fails, the burden felt by ethical individuals working within that system and the importance of its
victims finally being heard.
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From reader reviews:

Hector Naranjo:

The event that you get from Death in the Family may be the more deep you excavating the information that
hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but Death in the Family giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point
in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide
is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you
for having that Death in the Family instantly.

Betty Giuliani:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide
that need more time to be read. Death in the Family can be your answer as it can be read by an individual
who have those short spare time problems.

Jonathan Solis:

The book untitled Death in the Family contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the
woman idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author will
bring you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can please read on
your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Joyce Shryock:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more precious than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list
of books in the top list in your reading list is usually Death in the Family. This book which is qualified as
The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review this
publication you can get many advantages.
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