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Throughout English history the rule of law and the preservation of liberty have been inseparable, and both
areintrinsic to England's constitution. This accessible and entertaining history traces thegrowth of the law
from its beginnings in Anglo-Saxon times to the present day. It shows how the law evolved from a means of
ensuring order and limiting feuds to become a supremely sophisticated dispenser of justice and the primary
guardian of civil liberties. This development owed much to the English kings and their judiciary, who, in the
twelfth century, forged a unified system of law - predatingthat of any other European country - from almost
wholly Anglo-Saxon elements. Y et by the seventeenth century this royal offspring - Oedipus Lex it could be
called - was capabl e of regicide. Since then the law has had a somewhat fractious relationship with that
institution upon which the regal mantle of supreme power descended, Parliament. This book tells the story of
the common law not merely by describing major developments but by concentrating on prominent
personalities and decisive cases relating to the constitution, criminal jurisprudence, and civil liberties. It
investigates the great constitutional conflicts, the rise of advocacy, and curious and important cases relating
to davery, insanity, obscenity, cannibalism, the death penalty, and miscarriages of justice. The book
concludes by examining the extension of the law into the prosecution of war criminals and protection of
universal human rights and the threats posed by over-reaction to national emergencies and terrorism.Devoid
of jargon and replete with good stories, Law, Liberty and the Constitution represents a new approach to the
telling of legal history and will be of interest to anyone wishing to know more about the common law - the
spinal cord of the English body politic. Harry Potter is aformer fellow of Selwyn College, Cambridge and a
practising barrister specialising in criminal defence. He has authored books on the death penalty and Scottish
history and wrote and presented an award-winning series on the history of the common law for the BBC.
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From reader reviews:
James Baker :

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guysthis
specific aren't like that. This Law, Liberty and the Constitution: A Brief History of the Common Law book is
readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you.
The writer associated with Law, Liberty and the Constitution: A Brief History of the Common Law content
conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
written content but it just different asit. So, do you nevertheless thinking Law, Liberty and the Constitution:
A Brief History of the Common Law is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Joan Davis:

Often the book Law, Liberty and the Constitution: A Brief History of the Common Law will bring someone
to the new experience of reading the book. The author styleto elucidate the ideais very unique. In the event
you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book Law, Liberty and the Constitution: A
Brief History of the Common Law is much recommended to you to see. Y ou can also get the e-book in the
official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Brooke Lambeth:

The actual book Law, Liberty and the Constitution: A Brief History of the Common Law has alot details on
it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was authored by the
very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy
to read you will get the point easily after reading this article book.

Susan Arnold:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is aset of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This guide Law, Liberty and the Constitution: A Brief History of the Common Law was
filled in relation to science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from
abook, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern eralike now, many ways to get book that
you wanted.
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