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In the 1840s an organization of German noblemen, the Mainzner Adelsverein, attempted to settle thousands
of German emigrants on the Texas frontier. Nassau Plantation, located near modern-day Round Top, Texas,
in northern Fayette County, was a significant part of this story. No one, however, has adequately documented
the role of the slave plantation or given a convincing explanation of the Adelsverein from the German point
of view.

James C. Kearney has studied a wealth of original source material (much of it in German) to illuminate the
history of the plantation and the larger goals and motivation of the Adelsverein, both in Texas and in
Germany. Moreover, this new study highlights the problematic relationship of German emigrants to slavery.
Few today realize that the society’s original colonization plan included ownership and operation of slave
plantations. Ironically, the German settlements the society later established became hotbeds of anti-slavery
and anti-secessionist sentiment.

Responding to criticism in Germany, the society declared its colonies to be “slave free zones” in 1845. This
act thrust the society front and center into the complicated political landscape of Texas prior to annexation.
James A. Mayberry, among others, suspected an English-German conspiracy to flood the state with anti-
slavery immigrants and delivered a fiery speech in the legislature denouncing the society.

In the 1850s the plantation became a magnet for German immigration into Fayette and Austin Counties. In
this connection, Kearney explores the role and influence of Otto von Roeder, a largely neglected but
important Texas-German. Another chapter deals with the odyssey of the extended von Rosenberg family,
who settled on the plantation in 1850 and helped to elevate the nearby town of Round Top into a regional
center of culture and education. Many members of the family subsequently rose to positions of leadership
and influence in Texas.

Several notable personalities graced the plantation—Carl Prince of Solms-Braunfels, Johann Otto Freiherr
von Meusebach, botanist F. Lindheimer, and the renowned naturalist Dr. Ferdinand Roemer, to name a few.
Dramatic events also occurred at the plantation, including a deadly shootout, a successful escape by two
slaves (documented in an unprecedented way), and litigation over ownership that wound its way to both the
Texas Supreme Court and the U.S. Supreme Court.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Warfield:

Often the book Nassau Plantation: The Evolution of a Texas German Slave Plantation will bring you to the
new experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you
try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Nassau Plantation: The Evolution of a
Texas German Slave Plantation is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Clare Lucas:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Nassau Plantation: The Evolution of a Texas German
Slave Plantation can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have
than the others?

James Peters:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Nassau Plantation: The Evolution of a Texas
German Slave Plantation can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one book
you have point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Nassau
Plantation: The Evolution of a Texas German Slave Plantation.

Margarito Rone:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. On this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for
the Nassau Plantation: The Evolution of a Texas German Slave Plantation when you needed it?
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