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Focuses on the Aksumite state of the first millennium AD in northern Ethiopia and southern Eritrea, its
development, florescence and eventual transformation into the so-called medieval civilisation ofChristian
Ethiopia. This book seeks to apply a common methodology, utilising archaeology, art-history, written
documents and oral tradition from a wide variety of sources; the result is a far greateremphasis on continuity
than previous studies have revealed. It is thus a major re-interpretation of a key development in Ethiopia's
past, while raising and discussing methodological issues of the relationship between archaeology and other
historical disciplines; these issues, which have theoretical significance extending far beyond Ethiopia, are
discussed in full. The last millennium BC is seen as a time when northern Ethiopia and parts of Eritrea were
inhabited by farming peoples whose ancestry may be traced far back into the local 'Late Stone Age'.
Colonisation from southern Arabia, towhich defining importance has been attached by earlier researchers, is
now seen to have been brief in duration and small in scale, its effects largely restricted to élite sections of the
community. Re-consideration of inscriptions shows the need to abandon the established belief in a single
'Pre-Aksumite' state. New evidence for the rise of Aksum during the last centuries BC is critically evaluated.
Finally, new chronological precision is provided for the decline of Aksum and the transfer of centralised
political authority to more southerly regions. A new study of the ancient churches -both built and rock-hewn
- which survive from this poorly-understood period emphasises once again a strong degree of continuity
across periods that were previously regarded as distinct. David W. Phillipson is Emeritus Professor of
African Archaeology and former Director of the University Museum of Archaeology & Anthropology,
Cambridge. In 2014 he was made an Associate Fellow of the Ethiopian Academy of Sciences. Published in
association with the British Institute in Eastern Africa. Ethiopia: Addis Ababa University Press
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Wood:

This Foundations of an African Civilisation: Aksum and the northern Horn, 1000 BC - AD 1300 (Eastern
Africa Series) book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have
by reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is
getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Foundations of an African
Civilisation: Aksum and the northern Horn, 1000 BC - AD 1300 (Eastern Africa Series) without we realize
teach the one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry Foundations
of an African Civilisation: Aksum and the northern Horn, 1000 BC - AD 1300 (Eastern Africa Series) can
bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside
your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Foundations of an African Civilisation: Aksum and the northern
Horn, 1000 BC - AD 1300 (Eastern Africa Series) having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will
not sense uninterested in reading.

Guadalupe Leatherman:

This book untitled Foundations of an African Civilisation: Aksum and the northern Horn, 1000 BC - AD
1300 (Eastern Africa Series) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you
read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store
or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to
read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this
reserve from your list.

Judy Finley:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Foundations of an African Civilisation: Aksum
and the northern Horn, 1000 BC - AD 1300 (Eastern Africa Series) can be the response, oh how comes? It's a
book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

David Shields:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real
their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Foundations of an African Civilisation: Aksum and the northern Horn, 1000 BC - AD 1300



(Eastern Africa Series) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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