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The ‘cover-up’ of child sexual abuse by the Catholic Church has been occurring under the pontificate of six
popes since 1922. For 1500 years, the Catholic Church accepted that clergy who sexually abused children
deserved to be stripped of their status as priests and then imprisoned. A series of papal and Council decrees
from the twelfth century required such priests to be dismissed from the priesthood, and then handed over to
the civil authorities for further punishment.That all changed in 1922 when Pope Pius XI issued his decree
Crimen Sollicitationis that created a de facto ‘privilege of clergy’ by imposing the ‘secret of the Holy Office’
on all information obtained through the Church’s canonical investigations. If the State did not know about
these crimes, then there would be no State trials, and the matter could be treated as a purely canonical crime
to be dealt with in secret in the Church courts. Pope Pius XII continued the decree. Pope John XXIII reissued
it in 1962. Pope Paul VI in 1974 extended the reach of ‘pontifical secrecy’ to the allegation itself. Pope John
Paul II confirmed the application of pontifical secrecy in 2001, and in 2010, Benedict XVI even extended it
to allegations about priests sexually abusing intellectually disabled adults. In 2010, Pope Benedict gave a
dispensation to pontifical secrecy to allow reporting to the police where the local civil law required it, that is,
just enough to keep bishops out of jail. Most countries in the world do not have any such reporting laws for
the vast majority of complaints about the sexual abuse of children. Pontifical secrecy, the cornerstone of the
cover up continues. The effect on the lives of children by the imposition of the Church’s Top Secret
classification on clergy sex abuse allegations may not have been so bad if canon law had a decent
disciplinary system to dismiss these priests. The 1983 Code of Canon Law imposed a five year limitation
period which virtually ensured there would be no canonical trials. It required bishops to try to reform these
priests before putting them on trial. When they were on trial, the priest could plead the Vatican ‘Catch 22’
defence—he should not be dismissed because he couldn’t control himself. The Church claims that all of this
has changed. Very little has changed. It has fiddled around the edges of pontifical secrecy and the
disciplinary canons. The Church has been moonwalking.
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From reader reviews:

Deanna Christianson:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Potiphar's Wife: The Vatican's Secret
and Child Sexual Abuse book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Betty Walsh:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent the whole day to reading a guide. The book Potiphar's Wife: The Vatican's Secret and Child Sexual
Abuse it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund
but this book features high quality.

Timothy Lumpkin:

Beside this Potiphar's Wife: The Vatican's Secret and Child Sexual Abuse in your phone, it may give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got
here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village.
It is good thing to have Potiphar's Wife: The Vatican's Secret and Child Sexual Abuse because this book
offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's
exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option
here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find
this book in addition to read it from at this point!

Shawn Jones:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As
we know those publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us
to around the world. With the book Potiphar's Wife: The Vatican's Secret and Child Sexual Abuse we can
consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a
book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life



with this book Potiphar's Wife: The Vatican's Secret and Child Sexual Abuse. You can more inviting than
now.
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