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Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,7, University of
Münster (Englisches Seminar), course: Contemporary American and Canadian Fiction, 23 entries in the
bibliography, language: English, abstract: Oral storytelling is a tradition inherent to all cultures. By
definition, its genre is determined by its original oral transmission; many of the world’s greatest literary
classics such as El Cid, La Chanson de Roland, Beowulf or the Odyssey were originally orally transmitted.
In most cases the author is unknown and the story has undergone many modifications in the course of the
telling processes; still they are today’s primary testimonies for language, history, culture and people of the
past. In this paper, a definition of oral storytelling will be provided along with an introduction in order to
define the subject matter as well as the significance of putting oral storytelling into writing as Silko did in
Ceremony.
Leslie Marmon Silko was brought up in the Laguna Pueblo community in New Mexico, a Native American
tribe where storytelling plays an important cultural role . For Silko, the process of writing her novel
Ceremony was not only a way of staying sane - as she states herself - but also to identify with her Native
American origins. In this novel, she points out the opposition between the Native stories about reciprocity
with nature and Euro-American stories of dominion. This confrontation is a conflict of two paradigms
reflecting the protagonist’s, Tayo’s, inner state of mind; he has to reconstruct stories to reestablish an
agreement with both cultures – for himself. The main focus will therefore be on the forms and functions of
storytelling in the novel itself. Hereby, crucial aspects revolving around the cultural differences between
Native American and Euro-American culture, the clash of cultures and both sides’ impact on the individual
will be in the center of discussion.
The conclusion summarizes the paper’s assessment of the results attained.
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From reader reviews:

Madeline Pastrana:

The book Storytelling in Leslie Marmon Silko's Ceremony make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You
need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book Storytelling in Leslie
Marmon Silko's Ceremony to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and
read a book Storytelling in Leslie Marmon Silko's Ceremony. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Celeste Silver:

The ability that you get from Storytelling in Leslie Marmon Silko's Ceremony is the more deep you looking
the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to know but Storytelling in Leslie Marmon Silko's Ceremony giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read the item
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We recommend you for having this specific Storytelling in Leslie Marmon Silko's Ceremony
instantly.

Nicole Floyd:

You can get this Storytelling in Leslie Marmon Silko's Ceremony by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just
simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge.
Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book
by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for
you.

Alan Sarno:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or
real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Storytelling in Leslie Marmon Silko's Ceremony can make you feel more interested
to read.
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