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According to the national mythology, the United States has long opened its doors to people from across the
globe, providing a port in a storm and opportunity for any who seek it. Yet the history of immigration to the
United States is far different. Even before the xenophobic reaction against European and Asian immigrants
in the late nineteenth century, social and economic interest groups worked to manipulate immigration policy
to serve their needs. In A Nation by Design, Aristide Zolberg explores American immigration policy from the
colonial period to the present, discussing how it has been used as a tool of nation building.

A Nation by Design argues that the engineering of immigration policy has been prevalent since early
American history. However, it has gone largely unnoticed since it took place primarily on the local and state
levels, owing to constitutional limits on federal power during the slavery era. Zolberg profiles the vacillating
currents of opinion on immigration throughout American history, examining separately the roles played by
business interests, labor unions, ethnic lobbies, and nativist ideologues in shaping policy. He then examines
how three different types of migration--legal migration, illegal migration to fill low-wage jobs, and asylum-
seeking--are shaping contemporary arguments over immigration to the United States.

A Nation by Design is a thorough, authoritative account of American immigration history and the political
and social factors that brought it about. With rich detail and impeccable scholarship, Zolberg's book shows
how America has struggled to shape the immigration process to construct the kind of population it desires.
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From reader reviews:

William Leininger:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will need this A Nation by Design (Russell Sage Foundation Books at
Harvard University Press).

Dolores Wade:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book called A
Nation by Design (Russell Sage Foundation Books at Harvard University Press)? Maybe it is being best
activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better
than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Irene Wang:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take A Nation by Design (Russell Sage
Foundation Books at Harvard University Press) as the daily resource information.

Melanie Young:

A Nation by Design (Russell Sage Foundation Books at Harvard University Press) can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing A Nation by Design (Russell Sage Foundation Books at Harvard University Press)
nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource
info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
pondering.
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